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ulka : A Less Known Term for Woman’s Property and Dharma stra 

Dr.Anagha Joshi 

Assistant Professor, 

Centre of Advanced Study in Sanskrit, 

Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune 

411007(INDIA) 

The term ulka has been used in Dharma stra sometimes in connection with the sura form 
of marriage and sometimes to signify a form of woman’s property i.e. str dhana. The word 
str dhana is constituted of two words namely, str  and dhana. They are connected by the 
relationship between possessor and the object possessed. The word str dhana in its 
etymological sense expresses the idea of wealth or property belonging to a woman. Though the 
term has been used by Dharma strak ras the germ of the concept of women’s personal 
property may be traced back to Vedic literature. K ty yana (400-600 A.D) for the first time 
attempts to define ulka as गृहोपस्करवाह्यानाां दोह्याभरणकिर्मणाम् । मूल्यां लब्धां तु यत् ककिचचु्छ ल्कां तत् पररकीमर्तित् ॥ Here, 

the description of ulka as the price of the household gear and other necessaries may 
reasonably be explained as the specific purpose of accepting it for the establishment of the 
newly married couple. This wealth is to be owned by the maiden and should be treated as a 
token of honour to the maiden. According to Sm ticandrik , she alone is entitled to enjoy it 
and the husband is not entitled to enjoy it except in the case of distress. In this paper an 
attempt is made to understand and explain the concept of ulka as woman’s property. The 
Paper is divided into following heads:  
i. Introduction
ii. The Concept of Woman’s Property i.e str dhana and Dharma stra 
iii. ulka as Woman’s Property and Dharma stra 
iv. Observations
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Faculty of Law, Kyushu University 
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　日本とインドは2011年に包括的経済協定（EPA）を締結している。その枠組みの中で、看護

師・介護士の受入も検討対象となっており、将来的にインドからの受入の可能性がある。本報告

は、看護師・介護士需要の高い日本と、これらの供給側であるインドの関係性を考える上で新た

な知見を提供するものである。
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Wartime Sinhalese (in Sri Lanka): Continuity and change of their ethnic consciousness from 
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Sport for development and peace (SDP) organizations and the sustainable development goals (SDGs) 
of Nepal

Jeet Sapkota

University of Tsukuba 

The potential of sports to contribute to development and peace, especially in 
disadvantaged and highly fractionalized areas is already established in the literature (e.g., 
Schulenkorf and Sugden 2011). Consequently, several United Nations’ Resolutions have been 
passed by its General Assembly and numerous international, national as well as local efforts 
have been made aiming to optimize the use of sports to achieve international development 
goals, especially the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) before 2015 and 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) after 2015 to 2030. Consequently, there is 
growing empirical evidence of sport’s positive impacts on socioeconomic development and 
some progress in theorizing sport as a vehicle for social change. It led a rapid growth of Sport 
for Development and Peace (SDP) organizations indicating great potential of the SDP sector 
that can play a significant role in achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs), 
particularly in the least developed countries (LDCs). However, local SDP organizations and 
related government policies in LDCs have rarely been studied, and to the author’s knowledge, 
there have been no studies conducted focusing on Nepal so far. Given the post-conflict 
situation of the multi-ethnic country struggling even for the basic level of human development 
together with the theoretical claim and empirical evidence of sport’s potential contribution on 
peace and development, it is worthwhile to examine the SDP sector in the context of its 
potential usefulness to policymakers as well as development practitioners.  

Therefore, this paper explores the grassroots SDP organizations in Nepal and their 
potential contribution to peace and development of the nation. The national nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) data is gathered from the NGOs database of the Social Welfare Council 
(SWC) of Nepal, and the national SDGs framework and other policy documents are reviewed 
thoroughly. The results show that ‘Youth and Sport’ related NGOs are proliferating since 1990, 
increasing from 157 to 3,799 in 2000, and recently reaching 11,886 in July 2017. These NGOs 
contribute to the achievement of SDGs in many ways, such as helping grassroots 
participation, boost social capital, reaching remote areas where the government cannot reach, 
and empowering women and other socially disadvantaged groups. However, the government 
has had no independent and organized SDP policy so far, and the related policies reviewed in 
the several policy documents are also not well linked with the national SDG framework and 
remain far apart from the global SDP movement. To develop a well-functioning SDP sector in 
countries like Nepal, we suggest further exploration of the ‘Youth and Sport’ NGOs to 
understand the ground reality of these ever-escalating number of grassroots NGOs. 
Developing a comprehensive, independent national SDP policy that accelerates the 
achievement of SDGs in Nepal is also intrinsically valuable. 
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Memories of The Second World War and Tourism Industry in North East India: Community’s 
Way of Narrating War Experience 

Haruna Watabe  

University of Delhi 

The aim of this paper is to examine how the Nagas narrate their experience during the 
Second World War, and the process of war tourism emerging in Nagaland and Manipur. The 
Nagas inhabit in North-eastern part of India such as Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Arunachal 
Pradesh, and India-Burma border. During the Second World War, fierce battles took place in 
both Nagaland and Manipur, and the Nagas were heavily involved in the war. It is referred as 
“The Imphal invasion” in Japanese history, where the Japanese and the Allied forces fought in 
the region. Although the Nagas were dragged into outsider’s war, they were rarely mentioned 
in any books published by Japanese veterans. On the other hand, many stories about the 
Japanese soldiers are told among the Nagas. Recently, the growing touristic interest for the 
region has led some villagers to not only speak of, but present their stories in other ways, such 
as constructing private museums and monuments. This phenomenon may indicate that the 
interest towards the war from the outside has shaped the Nagas understanding of their 
experience in a certain way. Hence, this paper will consider the Nagas attitude towards the 
past, and how the past experience is shaped or modified in the present society. 
As many historians have pointed out, histories inevitably speak to and of the present. The 
Nagas narratives concerning the war may contradict or differ from time to time, and some 
narratives have a potential to omit complex social issues. Therefore, the war experience is 
narrated and being modified in the present, and this process creates “new” narratives. In 
addition, several factors such as interviewers themselves (gender, age and nationality), types 
of listeners, and political situations may affect to form the patterns of storytelling. For 
example, privately owned stone monument in Manipur has a Japanese inscription, which 
shows that the purpose of constructing the monument is not only limited for the village, but 
also for visitors, especially the Japanese.  
Globally, preserving the war experience is regarded as an urgent matter. Therefore, to collect 
narratives from those who experienced the war has a significant meaning. This paper will 
encourage us to consider the meaning of preserving war memories, and to understand the 
background of the narratives. Furthermore, it will examine the tourism industry in the region 
which could explain the formation of their narratives. This attempt will show us a different 
aspect of the Second World War in Northeast India, which has not been focused by the 
Japanese. As a result, this gives not only a broad view on the history of contemporary Naga 
society, but also an understanding of the war from the perspective of the Nagas. 
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The Law Related to the Sexual Minorities in Pakistan: 
Contradiction between ideal and reality 

Liu Gaoli Kyoto 

University 

Pakistani law is based upon the legal system of British India; thus, ultimately on 
the common law of England and Wales. On the other hand, Islamic Sharia law is 
also incorporated into Pakistani law, as well as a system of law employing 
traditional methods persists at the local level. Both common law and Islamic law 
influenced the country's judicial development and people’s views. Since 2009, the 
supreme court of Pakistan gave a judgment of protecting the transgender rights 
and ordered the National Database Registration authority to issue the legal ID 
card on transgender identity. Following the order, each province of Pakistan has 
made its own legislation and provincial rules on transgender protection as an 
active response. Most recently, in March 2018 the Senate approved a bill of 
empowering transgender to determine own gender identity. Meanwhile, some 
Islamic leaders also made voice admitting transgender rights from religious 
aspects. The legal environment for the transgender people seems friendly and 
fulfilled the ideal of the human rights protectors. But, the sexual minority group 
claimed that they had not benefited from the laws. They want real rights. Their 
voice was listened by the OHCHR in 2017. A local representative made the first 
ever shadow report of Pakistan under the International Human Rights Law 
system. 
   This paper makes a summary on the series developed laws and rules in 
Pakistan since 2009 related to the sexual minorities and compares it with the 
rights requested from the local community thus suggested by the UN OHCHR. It 
examined the contradiction between the real legal situation and the ideal of the 
local community, as well as the contradiction between the local interest on 
protecting transgender with the protection of human rights of sexual minorities 
under the interest of International law. 
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パキスタンにおける障害の開発協力へのメインストリーム：当事者の声を反映して
Mainstreaming disability into development cooperation: Learning from the voice of disabled people



インド州政府の産業政策：政治経済学的分析
Industrialization Policy by Indian State Governments: A Political Economy Explanation
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Armed Conflict and the Peace Process in Nepal

Purna Bahadur Karki, Ph.D. Post-doctoral 

research Fellow Institute of Global Studies, 

  Tokyo university of Foreign Studies 
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Temple Tanks and Sanitation: Analysing Colonial Urban Policies of Varanasi

Mahesh Madhav Gogate 

Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University 

    Varanasi, one of the age-old cities of India once had a huge network of interconnected temple 

tanks and ponds with streams and river Ga g . For the ages, these water tanks are eulogized as 

sacred water places and considered as an integral part of the social, cultural and religious activities. 

The city came under the direct colonial administration in 1794 and predominantly thereafter 

the temple tanks and ponds were strategically reshaped, filled in and converted into public spaces 

such as roads and parks. This paper argues that colonial urban policies marked the decline of these 

ancient water reservoir system. The colonial urban policy of the ‘dry city’ dominated the city planning. 

    This paper mainly draws references from the topographical map prepared by James Prinsep, 

a British officer stationed at Varanasi. Prinsep published the map of the city in 1822 and mapped the 

numerous temple tanks and ponds along with temples and main streets. This research study mainly 

analysed the James Prinsep’s map of 1822 and map of 1914 and compared it with the satellite 

imagery and field observations conducted in 2016 and 2017.The Geographical Information System 

(GIS) tools were used to map and calculate the existing water bodies. This exercise revealed that 

many titled and untitled water tanks are completely vanished in last two hundred years. These 

findings are important and explains the urgency for further comprehensive research of sacred water 

bodies.  

    This paper specifically addresses a gap in the literature concerning the decline of sacred water 

bodies and explored the colonial discourse which had significant impact on the urban planning. The 

paper analyses the history of the emergence of municipal bodies, colonial discourses of 

sanitation and safety, centralization of natural resources, urban transformation and its impact on 

surface water bodies in Varanasi. 
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Inscriptions on Large Objects  
as a Source for the History of Bihar and Bengal of the P la Years (9-12th centuries) 

Alexander Stolyarov
a) Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences

b) Russian State University for the Humanities 

The whole set of North Indian Early Mediaeval Inscriptions may be roughly divided into three groups: a) 

land grants written mainly on copper plates or partly on stones, b) inscriptions on large objects, and c) 

inscriptions on small objects. While land grants may be regarded as a separate group with its own 

properties, it is not easy sometimes to tell the difference between inscriptions on large and small objects. 

However, inscriptions written on rocks or stones as well as on columns, stelas, details of architecture, 

etc., may be named as the inscriptions on small objects. 

There are 30 inscriptions on large objects discovered at present that mention the name of a certain P la 

ruler, and their number is steadily growing from decade to decade. 

These 30 inscriptions dating from the beginning of the 9th till the second half of the 12th centuries 

are distributed on vast areas of modern Indian states Bihar, West Bengal, and also Bangladesh.  

Being in their essence texts written by feudatories like medium rulers, ministers, army 

commanders, etc., of by some communities like monks or merchants, they carry valuable pieces of 

information regarding the social, economic, and religious position of persons described, their 

surroundings and interrelations. 

So, it is possible to divide them by centuries, by regions of concentration, by social and religious 

affiliation, etc. 

The peculiarities of spatial and temporal distribution of these inscriptions under study as well as their social, 

economic, and religious meaning are to be discussed in this presentation. 
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Kinship as Fiction: Exploring the Dynamism of Intimate Relationships in India 

Chair 

Yoko Taguchi, Hitotsubashi University 

Presenters 

Anindita Majumdar, Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad 

Yoko Taguchi, Hitotsubashi University 

Chihiro Nakayashiki, Kyoto University 

Yumiko Tokita-Tanabe, The National Museum of Ethnology 

Discussant 

Mizuho Matsuo, The National Museum of Ethnology 

This panel aims to explore the idea of kinship as ‘fiction’ through ethnographic analysis of intimate 

relationships in India. Focusing on ‘fiction’, we look into how particular fictions are narrated and enacted 

within the constraints of reality, and how reality is in turn generated by fiction in the context of kin and 

other intimate relationships.  

    This panel invokes both classical and contemporary studies of kinship since the essential 

question of what kinship is has returned to anthropology with a newfound vigour. Studies of South Asian 

kinship, including the structuralist formulations of Louis Dumont and the transactional relations 

explicated by McKim Marriott, have inspired anthropological theories in general. As Janet Carsten 

discusses, anthropology of kinship has come to discover broader forms of ‘relatedness’, reconsidering the 

established binary of nature and culture, or the biological and the social. Relatedness has gained 

renewed interest also in South Asia, beyond the traditional caste hierarchy, including relations 

mediated by science and technology such as blood donation, organ transplants, and surrogate 

motherhood. In short, the concept of relatedness enables us to see more dynamic and processual aspects of 

kinship. 

To further contribute to this field, this panel investigates kinship as fiction. In classical 

anthropological theory, kinship was synonymous with the taken-for-granted biological relatives. 

In this vein, relations in the form of ritualized cohorts, friends, or mimicked blood ties were 

considered ‘fictive’ in opposition to a ‘real’ biological standard. Over time, however, fictive kin have 

become ‘real’ in different ways. In Kath Weston’s privileging of ‘kinship by choice’ amongst LGBTQ 

communities, or in Carol Stack’s understanding of neighbourhood ties amongst African-American 

women, the new kinship studies seek to re-engage with kin from the standpoint of ‘fictions’ that 

generate reality.  

Engaging with transnational commercial surrogacy, middle-class householding in Mumbai, 

Tibetan relatedness in Spiti Valley, and relationships of care in Odisha, the panel attempts to contribute 

to existing scholarship on kinship by examining the role of fiction and narrative in intimate relationships. 

(Co-authored by all the panel presenters)  
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Of the fictionalised real:
Parentage in disputed commercial surrogacy cases between India and foreign countries 

Anindita Majumdar 

Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad 

This paper begins with the problem of de-recognition of children born through commercial gestational 

surrogacy in India to foreign couples—and the ‘manufactured’ parentage that legitimizes their 

nationality, and identity. The focus is on two cases in particular: Japanese Baby Manji who was unable 

to travel back to Japan due to the complex laws there regarding surrogacy and parenthood; and the 

German Balaz Twins who were restricted from travelling to Germany due to the ban on commercial 

surrogacy.  

Juxtaposed with ethnographic data from India amongst foreign and Indian couples, the aim is to 

reflect on how kinship occupies a fraught terrain of choreographed relationships that are created for the 

sole purpose of legality and identity. In this process kinning’ often involves deliberate misrecognition, 

in order to mimic kinship in its ‘idealised’ form. Here, I suggest that such a process is different from 

the one pursued in transnational and domestic adoption, as documented by Signe Howell, in the fleeting 

temporality that these relationships cling to. I explore the role of the ‘mother’, ‘father’ and ‘surrogate’ in 

the elaboration of kinship as fiction, and vice versa. 

The fiction of ‘fluid nuclear units’:
Domestic workers and middle-class householding in Mumbai 

Yoko Taguchi 

Hitotsubashi University 

This paper discusses contemporary middle-class householding in Mumbai, focusing on domestic 

work and the fiction of the nuclear family. Householding refers to the active creation and maintenance of 

the site of life, not restricted to family through marriage and biological relation.  

David Schneider’s depiction of American kinship as a symbolic system of code  and 

substance  highlighted cultural differences regarding kinship, and this was extended through the idea of 

inseparable substance-code  in Indian kinship. However, as this idea traveled from the USA to India to 

Melanesia to global reproductive technologies, the focus increasingly became the transaction of bodily 

substances. Indeed, the real-ness of this ‘hard’ biological substance, the main criticism raised by this 

line of anthropological kinship studies, has reemerged with the development of technologically-

mediated kinship studies. Meanwhile, the 
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sharing, maintenance, and creation of substance-codes seems relegated to the softer side, along with 

shared time, memories, and imagination. 

This paper, therefore, extends the idea of substance-code in classic Indian kinship studies 

and looks at the more mundane but equally essential formation of relatedness through 

householding. Studies on the global movement of domestic workers and the subsequent 

reconfiguration of householding urge us to think beyond the modern social imaginary of the 

nuclear family. Nevertheless, this imaginary of the nuclear family retains real significance, often 

serving as people’s motivation to try out different kinds of householding and thus causing the 

above-mentioned changes. To address this phenomenon, this paper employs the idea of fiction as a 

narrative form of the social imaginary. The way we imagine, narrate, and create fictions are constrained 

by reality, but we also generate reality by creating fictions within the constraints. Focusing on one 

Mumbai household, this paper investigates how domestic workers and the nonconventional relations of 

family and in-laws are mobilized around what an informant calls “fluid nuclear units.” It thereby 

examines the pursuit and creation of a particular nuclear family fiction. 

Doubting kinship: 
A case of kinship among Tibetan people in North India 

Chihiro Nakayashiki 

Kyoto University 

This paper aims to clarify how people in Tibetan society in North India recognize their own kinship 

relationships and are affected by the tactically-created kinship through examining the concepts of 

‘fiction’ and ‘reality’. 

In Spiti valley, there is a category of kinship, called nirin , which is different from 

genealogical ties, but is created through relatedness in people’s daily lives. Nirin  are kindred in nature 

recognized through both patrilineal and matrilineal lines by ego and also including affinities of an 

especially close relationship. In the election campaigns, however, party members decide tactically 

who they call nirin and try to behave as if they have been nirin . Those who have genealogical ties but 

aren’t usually recognized as nirin  are called nirin  and receive pressure from party members. In this case, 

they doubt their relationship as being nirin . Conversely, people sometimes recognize their friends or 

neighbors as real nirin . In short, people ascertain whether their relationship is doubtful or not. 

Nevertheless, the nirin  being doubted sometimes affects people’s voting behavior. In other words, the 

fiction of nirin , in which nirin should help each other in any difficult situation, shapes people’s reality.  

This paper tries to show that the phenomenon which is mentioned above cannot be understood by the 

concepts of tactics and morality in kinship studies which are related to the 
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level of the motive. It is necessary to understand the phenomenon by the concept of fiction. This paper 

tries to think about ‘fiction’ and ‘reality’ as forms of recognition of kinship for local people. This way of 

understanding the concept of fiction is different from the one in fictive kinship studies. 

A house of one’s own: 
Fiction of new kinship narratives in emerging opportunities for women in rurban Odisha 

Yumiko Tokita-Tanabe 

The National Museum of Ethnology 

This paper examines how new narratives on kinship in rurban areas of coastal Odisha generate 

conditions that enable women to buy and build their own houses, hitherto an unimaginable feat 

under patrilineal, virilocal norms of the region. By ‘rurban’, I refer to newly developing residential areas 

which are spatially located in-between rural and urban zones. In such areas, we find hybrid sets of 

values that combine village and city aspects. Rurban residents do not have to contend with 

imposing extended families or blatant caste discrimination as they would in villages where everyone 

knows each other. At the same time, they are not faced with alienation and loneliness of city life 

where people are indifferent towards their neighbours. Rurban residents maintain a mutually 

understood, comfortable distance with each other. It is precisely this novel relationship between people 

which allows women to exercise agency that counters patriarchal, patrilineal, virilocal 

conventions. Availability of educational and employment opportunities nearby, as well as affordable 

land prices and building costs also make it easier for rurban women to buy property and build houses 

close to their natal homes. Moreover, what is significant about the rurban area in my study is that it is not 

only the well-educated middle class women who take advantage of the new openings. Poorer women 

without much education are also able to exercise agency in returning to live where they were born and 

brought up. Hence there is a wide range of women from different socio-economic backgrounds who do not 

act according to the traditional kinship norms and conventions. Breaking these conventions involves 

fiction of new narratives about ideal kin and human relationships that justify the women’s actions. This 

paper explores the mutual construction and affirmation between such narratives and the lived 

realities of kinship and intimate relationships. 
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