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Sulka: A Less Known Term for Woman’s Property and Dharmasastra

Dr.Anagha Joshi

Assistant Professor,

Centre of Advanced Study in Sanskrit,
Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune

411007(INDIA)

The term sulka has been used in Dharmasastra sometimes in connection with the asura form
of marriage and sometimes to signify a form of woman’s property i.e. stridhana. The word
stridhana is constituted of two words namely, stri and dhana. They are connected by the
relationship between possessor and the object possessed. The word stridhana in its
etymological sense expresses the idea of wealth or property belonging to a woman. Though the
term has been used by Dharmasastrakaras the germ of the concept of women’s personal
property may be traced back to Vedic literature. Katyayana (400-600 A.D) for the first time
attempts to define sulka as TRTEERAT SENRUGHNY | Teal @i g a9 RS bl 99 dwehdary | Here,
the description of sulka as the price of the household gear and other necessaries may
reasonably be explained as the specific purpose of accepting it for the establishment of the
newly married couple. This wealth is to be owned by the maiden and should be treated as a
token of honour to the maiden. According to Smrticandrika, she alone is entitled to enjoy it
and the husband is not entitled to enjoy it except in the case of distress. In this paper an
attempt is made to understand and explain the concept of Sulka as woman’s property. The
Paper is divided into following heads:

1. Introduction

1. The Concept of Woman’s Property i.e stridhana and Dharmasastra

iii. Sulka as Woman’s Property and Dharmasastra

iv. Observations
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[purpose of session]

“Asia” has long been represented as an “exotic” and “sensuous” object compared to the
“rational” subject of the West. As such, the Asian has been the ‘other’ who is conceptualized
through rigorous ethnographic inquiry. However, the recuperation of sensation as a
fundamental domain of social theory in sensory anthropology in late 1980s has turned this
dynamic into an interesting problem. This is partly due to sensory anthropology’s questioning
of the power of language in knowledge production. Critiquing the logo-centric, ocular-centric
epistemologies that were pertinent in the long history of anthropology, recent developments in
sensory anthropology show a strong trend toward describing ‘“extra-linguistic” realities,
questioning the role of signs and language as the main units of writing ethnographies of
others’ lived experiences.

While such development seems essential to think anew about human subjectivities and
sociality, one may ask how might sensory anthropologies look like when “Asias” are not
merely a research object, but are both the researcher and the researched. Given that
ethnography is a text that is co-constructed through sensual interactions between the
researcher and the informants, positioned in a given context and time, is there a way to
describe the ‘other’s’ sensory experiences and its dynamics within the parameters of his/her
specific socio-cultural context, instead of comparing it to the sensorium of ocular-centric,
logo-centric epistemologies consisting of five senses? What are the different senses that shape

modes of being in different settings? What kind of sensory relations/hierarchies do
those situations permit, what senses do they repress, and why? What factors/dynamics
change established sensory orders? This panel critically engages with these questions
through ethnographies from a diverse array of work related to sensory experience such as
(but not
limited to) art, psychotherapy, medicine and care done by anthropologists based in/working
on various parts of South Asia, to explore the potentialities and challenges of sensory

anthropology from/among the “Asias.”
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An Anthropological Inquiry of Rotten Smells, Heavy Air and Trauma

Udeni M.H. Appuhamilage

Yamanashi Gakuin University

Despite its broad research agenda, one can argue that the attention paid to sensorium of odour
in sensory anthropology is minimal. The explanation given is that human sense of smell
(compared to that of other animal species) is weak and less-evolved. Also, smell is an elusive
phenomenon; there are no words to name or categorize different smells, nor a way to ‘record’
it. The proposed paper engages with this matter by developing a case for the significance of
smell in trauma experiences. Through an analysis of a clinical vignette of a trauma survivor
from post-war Sri Lanka, the paper illustrates its complexity where it works in close
combination with other senses, and also draws from socio-cultural, historical, and political
realms in the construction of olfactory experiences. Examining its capacity to inform various
modes of being, the paper challenges established sensory hierarchies that prioritize vision, and
word/sound over smell. Taking this analytic further, the paper asserts how smell not only
enables the experiencing subject to make meaning of trauma, but also serves as a medium of

inter-and-intra subjective transmissions of trauma.

Transformations of “glancing” in performing arts in the context of changing media:
The case of lavni in Maharashtra, India

Ilida, Reiko Kyoto

University

This presentation aims to consider how development of media have affected the practices of
performing artists. In particular, I focus on lavni in tamasa. Tamasa is becoming a part of
popular urban culture in Maharashtra. One of the most important skills, or a part of repertoire
of expression in lavni concerns the exchange the glances (najar) with the audience during the
performance. This exchange of glances, in turn, was one of the reasons why lavni was
considered ‘low class’ and ‘indecent’. As many have stated that “seeing is a kind of touching”
in Indian context, glancing here would have been a sensuous physical contact, though quite
different in its quality compared to darsan, or mutual sight between god and believer. These
days, lavni can be seen not only in public theatre but also on TV, Video-CD and YouTube.
This presentation considers how these changes have transformed the nature of najar between
the performer and the audience and discuss what kind of far-reaching changes might be
occurring to sensuousness and/or to the established sensory orders of both the performer and

the audience in the context of changing media.
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Sounds of Speech, Rings of Manthra: Case Study of Indigenous Medicine in Sri Lanka

Umemura, Ayami
Tokyo University/JSPS

Speech transmits the non-alternating, unique nature of its owners with the sounds of their
voice, in addition to meanings of words or information; the latter function has a significant
meaning in the medical treatment of indigenous medicine in Sri Lanka. In other words, the
concern “Who’s voice?” is related to evil or sorcery among the Sinhalese people in Sri
Lanka; in Sinhalese, ho-waha means evil breath, katha-waha means evil speech, and as-waha
means evil eyes, and all of them have a common concern, namely “WHO’s”
breath/voice/gaze?,” because these are unique individual characteristics.

To understand the power of speech we also have to consider “To whom the speech is
uttered?” “Who listens to the voice?”” Manthras are chanted for supernatural beings that either
help or hinder the medical treatment. However, in order to protect themselves from any kind
of curses or evils, people often rely on supernatural power. This study presents interactions
between persons and parts of them, breath/voices/gaze, and supernatural beings by examining
how people cope with these evil ways or mischief of supernatural beings carried by sounds of

voices.

Bodily sensations and ethical relations: A reflection on the sensuous interaction between

care-givers and dying residents at a home for elders in Sri Lanka

Nakamura, Sae

Kyoto University

One of the key debates in anthropology of the senses/sensory anthropology is whether one
should ground his/her work on the cultural embeddedness of senses, or rather focus on the
dynamic processes within which particular sense-skills emerge through interaction with the
surrounding environment. This presentation is an attempt to think through this question
through a case study of palliative care in a home for elders in Sri Lanka, with a special focus
on the bodily sensation of the care-givers, including myself, that was experienced during
interaction with the senile, dying residents. In conditions of scarce resources, floor staffs’

indifferent attitude to frail, dying residents seemed to be a strategy to cope with their
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overwhelming daily chores. However, close look at their emotional/sensuous life revealed to
me that responsiveness and sensibilities towards the suffering of residents provided condition
for ethical relations with the dying ‘other’, in various, unique ways. By describing such
sensuous interactions, and subsequent modes of interpretation that was accorded to these
sensations, I will argue that in order to appreciate emerging care relations in such contexts as
institutions, it is necessary to take into account both the plasticity of our sensorial experiences

and the practical works of cultural categories which gives form to such experiences.
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India’s determination to “Look™ and now “Act” East has been apparent since the 1990s, and
the question of the role of the Northeast within this proposed reorientation of the national
body has been much debated ever since. While Looking and Acting East forms one of the
means through which India will develop its status as a regional economic performer and
secure its position as a rising power, promoting connectivity through the Northeast is assumed
to both aid in increasing the security and development of the region while tying it closer to the
main body of India. The attention granted to ‘fixing’ the place of the Northeast is a result of
the intense insecurity felt by New Delhi regarding its possession of a region largely defined
by the state territories and national boundaries of Bangladesh, Myanmar, China and Bhutan,

with only the narrowest of geographic linkages to the rest of the state.

While the increasing reach of the state being driven by this accelerating economic
development is finding reflection in increased investment in the region, the developmental
imperatives of nation-building are increasingly being manifested in a different form of
Sino-Indian engagement. China continued claims to large parts of India’s Northeast region as
‘South Tibet” drives an intense mutual suspicion between these two Asian giants, which
continues to shape the region’s positioning as a borderland, a demarcated yet ambiguous
space that exists at the confluence of the regions of South, Southeast and East Asia. This
competition between India and China is often presented as evidence for the “post-colonial”
understanding of borders in this part of the world, in which the inherited territories of
decolonizing empires had to be secured within a post-colonial nation-building process
recently characterized as “post-imperial trauma” (Miller 2013). This sensitivity regarding
the place of the Northeast brings with it a festering “cartographic anxiety” that persistently

threatens to lead to serious conflict, as in the recent Sino-Indian standoff over Doklam.
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To cement its control over the region, New Delhi has recently sought to involve Japanese
development aid, through JICA, in constructing the transportation arteries that will improve
connectivity both within and beyond the region. The papers in this panel will critically
examine the place of the Northeast within India, as well as its role as a theatre for an
expanding geopolitical competition involving India, China and Japan, and seek to reflect upon

the possible effects of such contestation for the region itself.

Connectivity has no Pulse:

Rivers as a biological challenge to Infrastructure in North East India

Rohan D’Souza
Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University

A fresh burst of infrastructure projects — roads, large dams, ports, bridges and railways — are
expected to herald globalisation 2.0. But this time around, Asia is going to be in the driver’s
seat. China’s Belt Road Initiative (BRI) has set the tone: monumental in ambition, with plans to
involve 65 countries and 60% of the world population to be connected by trade. The ASEAN
region (comprising 10 countries in Southeast Asia), in its Hanoi declaration of 2010, have
similarly concluded plans to connect through physical infrastructure, institutions and people.
India too has a long list of infrastructural projects with acronyms such as BIMSTEC, the
India-Myanmar-Thailand highway (IMT) or the Delhi- Hanoi railway link. Critics, however,
worry that infrastructure is not just an economic mood, it is also becoming a type of financial
extraction in its own right. And amidst this infrastructural enthusiasm, ecologists and riverine
communities too are beginning to weigh up their options. While bridges rather than borders
might be a good thing, cusecs rather than pulses might mean dramatically altering river systems
and their existing biological coherence. My paper will explain the emerging discordance over
turning rivers into volumes and overwhelming biological pulses with physical infrastructure in

North East India. Can connectivity triumph without a pulse?

Infrastructure Development in Northeast India: Examining Inequality and Exclusion in

the Development Promise of Economic Connectivity

Mirza Zulfiqur Rahman
PhD, Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati
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The pace of infrastructural development in Northeast India is on the uptick since 2008. The
past development experience in Northeast India has oscillated between complete neglect to
sporadic interest based on particular needs of economic enclaves and military preparedness
and strategic presence. From a scorched-earth policy of New Delhi in frontier areas such as
Arunachal Pradesh, to the Trans-Arunachal Highway Project aiming to connect remote border
areas, for instance, exemplifies the shifting priorities. The infrastructural development
priorities in Northeast India have seen a lopsided pattern,Jand this project examines the core
questions about the balance between the promise of economic prosperity and social
inequalities, especially when India is engaging with Japan to intensify its infrastructure

development via its Act East Policy.

The central and state governments of India cannot ignore the apprehensions and fears of local
communities about the manner and method of infrastructure development that is being
conducted in Northeast India. Infrastructure and connectivity development in Northeast India
has had the effect of coupling unequal spaces within, and the path to ‘progress’ and
‘prosperity’ cannot hop, skip and jump such inequality. This paper examines the aspect of
building trust and sustain a process of participative development in Northeast India, which is
in harmony with local communities’ socio-cultural and economic aspirations and their

traditional knowledge of the region’s sensitive ecology.

The China Factor in Northeast India’s Connectivity Projects

Jabin Jacob
Associate Editor, China Report

China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has through its high profile and rapid expansion put
Indian strategic planners on the defensive given New Delhi’s lack of resources to match
Chinese efforts. Nevertheless, as a country that has long highlighted the infrastructure deficit in
Asia and had plans on paper for transferred connectivity for decades, India can claim some
experience in the business of coming up with ideas and plans for connectivity projects. While
the Indian government was always a little chary of the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar
Regional Cooperation Forum (BCIM) and its successor, the BCIM Economic Corridor
(BCIM-EC), wariness and disquiet appear to have solidified into opposition when the Chinese
incorporated the BCIM-EC into the BRI without consultation with India. Subsequently, New
Delhi has come up with fresh initiatives such as the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN)
connectivity framework or tried to strengthen existing frameworks such as the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) each of which

leaves China out. And yet, China is very much part of the calculations for India and the
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members of these forums. This presentation will attempt to explicate the extent to which China

influences the debate and plans for some of India’s connectivity projects in its Northeast.

Exploring Connections in Connectivity

Edward Boyle
Faculty of Law, Kyushu University

Since 2014, Japan has pledged support for India in developing connectivity within the
Northeast, a pledge fulfilled through developmental assistance from JICA for the construction
of roads and related infrastructure. This support for Northeast connectivity has resulted in two
rounds of tendering for projects to be undertaken with JICA’s backing. This solicitation of
Japanese investment in the region was significant, as it signaled the determination of India to
secure its control over a persistently volatile borderland region through the deployment of
foreign capital, rather than its exclusion. In so doing, New Delhi was required to bring about a
step-change in its governance of the region, restructuring its developmental institutions in
order to comply with JICA’s requirements. Japanese investment was sought as a specific
counter-weight to China in the region, which continues to make claims over a vast expanse of
it. The Indian media frequently trumpets the role of Japan in helping to secure the Northeast
from China, although its investment to date could hardly have been further from China itself.
Questions, therefore, remain regarding what both parties are ultimately hoping to secure
through investing in connectivity. This paper will seek to set out the dots that will require

some joining in the future.
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Revisiting ‘caste’ and social cohesion in Marathi region

Chair
Kyosuke Adachi (Project Research Fellow, the University of Tokyo)

Presenters

Mizuho Matsuo (Associate Professor, National Museum of Ethnology)
Shraddha Kumbhojkar (Assistant Professor, Savitribai Phule Pune University)
Michihiro Ogawa (Associate Professor, Kanazawa University)

Katsuyuki Ida (Research Fellow, Ryukoku University)

Purpose of session

The purpose of this panel is to disentangle the composite nature of social grouping and to
reconsider aspects of what has been called ’caste’ in Marathi region. Since the advent of colonialism in
the South Asia, social customs, matrimonial relationships, hereditary memberships and hierarchical
structure in the local communities had been defined as ‘caste’ which was a self-consistent system
peculiar to Indian society. Kinship, vocational, fraternal, religious and stratified groups were uniformly
treated under the name of ‘caste’; nonetheless the principles of social cohesion actually interweaved
with each other. In the terms of modern Marathi discursive space, the narrative of caste was
multifaceted per se. Caste genealogy books called “Kul vrittant” tried to explain their group identities
from various sources. The grounds for their argument were their mythological lineage, social customs
maintained by the group and historical records of the family property. The notion of ‘caste’ is to be
reconsidered from a multi-dimensional perspective.

This panel focuses these various constituents of ‘caste’ and inter-disciplinarily discusses the
dynamics of ‘caste’ formation and intervention. Four speakers trace back from contemporary to
medieval times and inquire into various moments of social cohesion in Marathi regions. From the
perspective of anthropology, Matsuo discusses the differentiation and stratification of social groups
from the problem of eugenics in the twenties century. From the studies of modern history, Kumbhojkar
deals with the colonial governmentality and formation/intervention of ‘caste’ hierarchy in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century through publications of ‘caste’ associations. From the
socio-economic history, Ogawa analyses modi documents held in the Pune archives and discuss the
multi-layered vocational groups in order to reconsider the theory of watan system. From the field of
Indology, Ida deals with the issue of saintliness cloistered in ashram and re-examines social/religious
belongingness in village communities. Through these papers, we comb through Marathi sources in
various subjects, provide the illustration of hybridity in social cohesion and aim to contribute to ‘caste’
studies.

This panel is outcomes of the Grant-in-Aid for Challenging Exploratory Research
(KAKENHI 15K12782), the Grant-in-Aid for Young Scientists B (KAKENHI 16K16970), and the
Bilateral Joint Research Projects (Savitribai Phule Pune University) of Japan Society for the

Promotion of Science.
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The formation of Class identity in Modern Maharashtra:
Debate on Eugenics, Sexuality and Birth control
Mizuho Matsuo
(National Museum of Ethnology)

The issue of class and caste is mutually related and it is said that not only caste but class,
especially middle class emerged during British colonial times. Middle class was historically
constructed in Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay Presidency, where colonial administrative offices were
built. Most of such groups came out not from traditional landlords or aristocracy, but from modern
professions like white collar workers, government servants, and professionals such as doctors, lawyers
and judges. It was necessary to be educated in English to enter new fields of modern, professional
employment. In Bombay Presidency, for example, college education was dominated by the Hindu
community and especially Brahmins took the largest share of the educational opportunities. Therefore,
education, profession, class, and caste were interrelated in the category of creation of middle class in
the early 20th century Indian society.

This paper discusses how class identity was originated from caste-based social groups in the
process of modernisation and colonisation in 20th century Maharashtra. Taking debates on Eugenics
and birth control movements done by high caste male social reformers as a case for study, this paper
tries to understand the ways which they distinguished one selves from others and tangle situations over
forming the class identity.

Resilient nature of Caste: Colonial Manifestations
Shraddha Kumbhojkar
(Savitribai Phule Pune University)
The Indian society has lived with the deeply exploitative caste system for over two millennia.
Any system can survive for such a long period only by adapting itself to its surroundings. Caste
system has adapted itself continuously throughout history and maintained its hold over the Indian
social structure. In the colonial period, the system of caste underwent yet another change in itself and
thus, seemed to have emerged in a new avatar. The proposed paper studies a few caste regulatory
booklets from the modern period of history in order to furnish proof to the idea that caste has never
been an eternal and unchanging institution. Caste Regulatory booklets of four middle status castes, Vviz.
Aagari, Fulmali, Kitte Bhandari and Prabhu castes are studied in the paper. The rules and regulations
adopted by their local caste assemblies indicate that the perpetuation of the status of a caste was a
major goal for which a regulatory framework was wilfully adopted by all members of these castes.

Thus, resilience was the characteristic feature of the caste system that saved it from extinction.

Reconsidering the village community in the 18-19th century Western India
Michihiro Ogawa
(Kanazawa University)
It is well known that agrarian society in the pre-colonial India was managed by the village
community under a village headman. Previous studies argued that peasants and village servants
(artisans, religious persons, and service workers), who were called balutedars, carried out their own
professions hereditarily and maintained self-sufficient village life under the guidance of the village
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headman. The duties and rights of these villagers were defined by watan under the Marathas, which
was managed with family as a unit for generations. In this context, not only caste but also family
played crucial roles in the pre-colonial agrarian society. Some families held watan of particular
professions for generations while others did not hold it. The former was called watandars, and the
latter was called uparis. In case watandars could not carry out their own profession, uparis acted as
substitutes temporarily. In case watandars went away, the village community transferred watan from
the watandars to uparis, who became new watandars. In this sense, village society in Western India
under the Marathas was based on the watan system.

In a village under the Marathas, watandar-peasants regularly gave grain to the village
headman, who distributed it according to the watan rule. Part of it reached the Peshwa government as
a land tax, which was called the ain-jama (the main tax). The local government officers produced
various kinds of documents on the land tax (the ain-jama) including the annual report on individual
tax-payers (jama patra), which were kept in Maharashtra State Archives, Pune viz., Peshwa Daftar. By
the analysis of documents on land tax and profession tax (mohtarfa) in the 18th-19th century, which is
a new historical approach to studying the village community, this study made it clear some village
servants (balutedars) carried out some activities, especially agriculture, other than their own
professions based on caste whether they were watandars or uparis. In short, the pattern of activities
differed from family to family.

In the early British period, Inam commission investigated the local privileges including Inam

land (a kind of tax-free land) and produced reports on each holder of the privileges. The holding of
Inam land was closely connected to the watan system. The analysis of documents on Inam land
clarified not that only a holder of Inam (Inamdar) managed watan including Inam land but that
members of his joint family indirectly got involved in management of watan. In this sense, family was
united more tightly for managing watan.
This paper made it clear that people did not always carried out their own professions on which their
caste groups were based. In their wider activities, not a caste group but a family worked as a unit.
Under the watan system, the unity of family was strengthened in the management of watan. A unit of
family emerged as social group in the eighteenth and the nineteenth century-Western India.

Sannyasis and the Village Community According to the Early Mahanubhav Scriptures
Katsuyuki Ida
(Ryukoku University)

Mahanubhav Sampraday, founded by Cakradhar Svamin in the 13th century, is known as
one of the oldest tradition of popular bhakti movement in northern Maharashtra. Some of the early
scriptures of this sect such as Lilg-caritra, Rddhipur-caritra, Smyti-stha/ described how the people
followed Cakradhar Svamin, and formed religious community of sannyasis (renouncers) after
Cakradhar Svamin passed away.

The purpose of this presentation is to examine the sense of belonging to a community of
Mahanubhav sannyasis and its relationship with village or local community. In the first place, I shall
consider the process of making a community consciousness as a religious sect on the basis of the
Cakradhar Svamin’s dogma. Secondly, original caste identities deeply ingrained in sannyasis will be
discussed. Thirdly, I shall examine the cases of the ambiguous relationships between sannyasis and

village or local people.
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Wartime Sinhalese (in Sri Lanka): Continuity and change of their ethnic consciousness from
1983-2009

K. A. Sandunika Hasangani
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

Main attention of this paper is on the concept of Sinhalese consciousness, its continuity, and, change
in the aftermath of the civil war in Sri Lanka. What kind of changes can be traced in the mindset of
ordinary Sinhalese population on their collective self-image/identity after the war? First, the paper
recognizes the conceptual difference between Sinhalese consciousness and Sinhalese nationalism
where Sinhalese nationalism consists of an essential element of Sinhalese consciousness but not all
forms of Sinhalese consciousness merit the nationalist characteristics. Next, based on a constructivist
standpoint, this paper draws the origins and developments of Sinhalese consciousness and its multiple
forms (ex. Sinhala-linguistic consciousness, Sinhalese anti-christian consciousness Sinhala-Buddhist
consciousness/nationalism) explicit during different periods of history (pre-colonial, colonial, pre-war
and during the war). Having set the background, the paper poses two assumptions to be tested. First,
during the post-war period, ‘Sinhalaness’ has been shaped not by focusing on the construction of
internal homogeneity (by reducing the salience of internal hierarchies such as caste, region, and
religion) but by severally contrasting Sinhalese self from others (Tamils and Muslims). Second, during
the post-war period, ‘Sinhalaness’ has been shaped not by focusing on the construction of internal
homogeneity but by severally contrasting Sinhalese self from the Muslim other rather than the Tamil
other. In order to test the credibility of above assumptions this paper gathers primary evidence such as
graphics/images produced in social media (specially on Facebook) from 2009 to 2018 on the basis that
social media posts are a genuine representation of independent public opinion of the Sinhalese
community of their internal hierarchies and their overall self-image of what ‘Sinhalaness’ means to
them. Which of the above criteria (as mentioned in the hypotheses) has become salient over others?
Are there any significant temporal changes? Does Sinhalese tend to equate their ethnic identity with
their religious (Buddhist) identity? Data will be analyzed qualitatively to find out answers to the above

questions, using content analysis tools.

Keywords: Ethnicity, Identity, Social media, Constructivism, Sri Lanka, Sinhaleness
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Sport for development and peace (SDP) organizations and the sustainable development goals (SDGs)
of Nepal

Jeet Sapkota

University of Tsukuba

The potential of sports to contribute to development and peace, especially in
disadvantaged and highly fractionalized areas is already established in the literature (e.g.,
Schulenkorf and Sugden 2011). Consequently, several United Nations’ Resolutions have been
passed by its General Assembly and numerous international, national as well as local efforts
have been made aiming to optimize the use of sports to achieve international development
goals, especially the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) before 2015 and
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) after 2015 to 2030. Consequently, there is
growing empirical evidence of sport’s positive impacts on socioeconomic development and
some progress in theorizing sport as a vehicle for social change. It led a rapid growth of Sport
for Development and Peace (SDP) organizations indicating great potential of the SDP sector
that can play a significant role in achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs),
particularly in the least developed countries (LDCs). However, local SDP organizations and
related government policies in LDCs have rarely been studied, and to the author’s knowledge,
there have been no studies conducted focusing on Nepal so far. Given the post-conflict
situation of the multi-ethnic country struggling even for the basic level of human development
together with the theoretical claim and empirical evidence of sport’s potential contribution on
peace and development, it is worthwhile to examine the SDP sector in the context of its
potential usefulness to policymakers as well as development practitioners.

Therefore, this paper explores the grassroots SDP organizations in Nepal and their
potential contribution to peace and development of the nation. The national nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) data is gathered from the NGOs database of the Social Welfare Council
(SWC) of Nepal, and the national SDGs framework and other policy documents are reviewed
thoroughly. The results show that ‘Youth and Sport’ related NGOs are proliferating since 1990,
increasing from 157 to 3,799 in 2000, and recently reaching 11,886 in July 2017. These NGOs
contribute to the achievement of SDGs in many ways, such as helping grassroots
participation, boost social capital, reaching remote areas where the government cannot reach,
and empowering women and other socially disadvantaged groups. However, the government
has had no independent and organized SDP policy so far, and the related policies reviewed in
the several policy documents are also not well linked with the national SDG framework and
remain far apart from the global SDP movement. To develop a well-functioning SDP sector in
countries like Nepal, we suggest further exploration of the ‘Youth and Sport’ NGOs to
understand the ground reality of these ever-escalating number of grassroots NGOs.
Developing a comprehensive, independent national SDP policy that accelerates the

achievement of SDGs in Nepal is also intrinsically valuable.
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Memories of The Second World War and Tourism Industry in North East India: Community’s
Way of Narrating War Experience

Haruna Watabe
University of Delhi

The aim of this paper is to examine how the Nagas narrate their experience during the
Second World War, and the process of war tourism emerging in Nagaland and Manipur. The
Nagas inhabit in North-eastern part of India such as Assam, Nagaland, Manipur, Arunachal
Pradesh, and India-Burma border. During the Second World War, fierce battles took place in
both Nagaland and Manipur, and the Nagas were heavily involved in the war. It is referred as
“The Imphal invasion” in Japanese history, where the Japanese and the Allied forces fought in
the region. Although the Nagas were dragged into outsider’s war, they were rarely mentioned
in any books published by Japanese veterans. On the other hand, many stories about the
Japanese soldiers are told among the Nagas. Recently, the growing touristic interest for the
region has led some villagers to not only speak of, but present their stories in other ways, such
as constructing private museums and monuments. This phenomenon may indicate that the
interest towards the war from the outside has shaped the Nagas understanding of their
experience 1n a certain way. Hence, this paper will consider the Nagas attitude towards the
past, and how the past experience is shaped or modified in the present society.

As many historians have pointed out, histories inevitably speak to and of the present. The
Nagas narratives concerning the war may contradict or differ from time to time, and some
narratives have a potential to omit complex social issues. Therefore, the war experience is
narrated and being modified in the present, and this process creates “new” narratives. In
addition, several factors such as interviewers themselves (gender, age and nationality), types
of listeners, and political situations may affect to form the patterns of storytelling. For
example, privately owned stone monument in Manipur has a Japanese inscription, which
shows that the purpose of constructing the monument is not only limited for the village, but
also for visitors, especially the Japanese.

Globally, preserving the war experience is regarded as an urgent matter. Therefore, to collect
narratives from those who experienced the war has a significant meaning. This paper will
encourage us to consider the meaning of preserving war memories, and to understand the
background of the narratives. Furthermore, it will examine the tourism industry in the region
which could explain the formation of their narratives. This attempt will show us a different
aspect of the Second World War in Northeast India, which has not been focused by the
Japanese. As a result, this gives not only a broad view on the history of contemporary Naga

society, but also an understanding of the war from the perspective of the Nagas.
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The Law Related to the Sexual Minorities in Pakistan:
Contradiction between ideal and reality
Liu Gaoli Kyoto

University

Pakistani law is based upon the legal system of British India; thus, ultimately on
the common law of England and Wales. On the other hand, Islamic Sharia law is
also incorporated into Pakistani law, as well as a system of law employing
traditional methods persists at the local level. Both common law and Islamic law
influenced the country's judicial development and people’s views. Since 2009, the
supreme court of Pakistan gave a judgment of protecting the transgender rights
and ordered the National Database Registration authority to issue the legal ID
card on transgender identity. Following the order, each province of Pakistan has
made its own legislation and provincial rules on transgender protection as an
active response. Most recently, in March 2018 the Senate approved a bill of
empowering transgender to determine own gender identity. Meanwhile, some
Islamic leaders also made voice admitting transgender rights from religious
aspects. The legal environment for the transgender people seems friendly and
fulfilled the ideal of the human rights protectors. But, the sexual minority group
claimed that they had not benefited from the laws. They want real rights. Their
voice was listened by the OHCHR in 2017. A local representative made the first
ever shadow report of Pakistan under the International Human Rights Law
system.

This paper makes a summary on the series developed laws and rules in
Pakistan since 2009 related to the sexual minorities and compares it with the
rights requested from the local community thus suggested by the UN OHCHR. It
examined the contradiction between the real legal situation and the ideal of the
local community, as well as the contradiction between the local interest on
protecting transgender with the protection of human rights of sexual minorities

under the interest of International law.
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Mainstreaming disability into development cooperation: Learning from the voice of disabled people
EHZT 2

Al BEERY: EESUb EERB R AR

SRIDFEFIL, RERAZ ATBIT HEEROEN, MEOKK &R, MESBOROMMAR L % BOREYFH-H0E
DFFZ LT, BASE L BEEOH NN DM LIZF RO RN & 5, EFITWEICHA AT L2HGEEICEIT 5 FEEDOIE~D A
A A RNY — A BMEICBET AR LTE I, ARICRBOThH, BELBHEEERBIOBLEAOIRAE L, 770
A AT LHE, NFERZATRBT D [FEELHRE ~OT7 7 n—FMEERS D, F 2L ATBWTRER @ OB 7 7
T MnbHRENSOH Y REEZIT D LN TERWEERZ N, flE, 12777 a vy hpam =P LT YA
VTR oT20 . ODA L K> THETHNIZFRBEELE 22T ANRD 700 T 5P HEICH H, FE L ARITEREICS
RNBoTNWD, o, Vo XX AUCH T el 2 N 2 A S HICERHET 2, RSP A X OB ERE L TE, —HY
EERNDIVTN D, etk L 9 PERI (sex) ORIRE & HEREREE (impairment) D72 59, FEXHISC LIEEE (disability & handicap)
LENE LMo =EHEERADESN TS, WE, AN, BZEEER ), TnEnICBEEOH 2ETH D5, AMIEEEL 4
HHTHRTLH 0 | FFFHCEEEOHE T H 5, BHEECLIEDIRMPERR I I L E R O Rt 2208 55 B % 2 151 F % HIA
T 68025, NFAZ AT, BMEEZHEME L 22 TRY MG E S 72E0Y T, FEEEO=— LMo~ 1/
V7 4 —iREZBRD 70 7T MR (Wb D AL A MY —afk) BAFARTHTH D, M, EEESIZE T
Ll B RO EF IS T AaII R & < B Uiz, B2 WA RBBEE B2 BHEA LT AV FOBLENOER L,
BRI Y N E ) T 3 Vi E RS, ML O K BUBIREER R ORREE 72 L2 HE LT Wb B lEE
DEFET MIPLINC S & EHAD T, EFEETANG, BELFERFLIRY AN T 7Y =t AT 4T v =
ZERNER LR CHS O L E RD D | FEEOHZETNA~ERT XA APBAT Ui, T T ANGHA LIZFCK T,
FEOI A T—ar, fisg, BEPHL SERRBNOEZET VDRSNS 7 —HEN TS, JICA 7 & &L ODA
BRI b IREOHRET ANEASNHIE L S b Tz, AAETESE, FEYEE EE, FEMEEMFIRE  E7—h 7 v
TV T HEDONDOEE~OER I, 72 L OFCKIEL O Independent Living: IL B LI & 720 | a—ERTRTT VRO
[E3#E WHO 3£ 9~ % Community-Based Rehabilitation: CBR <2 ILO DR ZEFIHi/e X T L HER W E R SNDHEMICH 5, 5
BT THENTH LB, RIELTERLBIARF AL DX iRk EEOREZFEO=—XZEZTWDDTH 5 D b, ERNRIT
ATETRE, BEORE T CBRZE L TR, HOMOYHEEROEMICKT D HDRDOTHA I M ZNNREED
WHRDAA VR CTH D, HHEEOH LHTIEH P LETRZ T ONDLDTHLNE, ILHE S ThH aliethidd s, FEiEl
LT, R AZ L O— RO AL OB TIE, BERBIZH £ THRBFECRUFRB L ST, BEFIEY 42—
[FRE, BUFOBORIZE W CUIELIEM O\ H O & LTIHbI TV ONRBIETH D, WEHOHEMIL, 1TH—v A, Sk,
EZETHOEDZEICEN TS, FaICKM STy, EELFO AL TS0 BICE . 2E. #il, sz,
W, FEBR72 SICBI L TEBMIEN TV D, AR OB T, /% A CE L TREE 2 H O EREFHAECE S 2RI RS
THEF LV TOREITELZHFIE LR, o T, AFEICE O TIE, BEFOMEHOEE, A E O~ —s3— EH )
BAR A ADNF AL CFTHREC (20112014 4F) (CBLHUTH(E L 722728 IR L7 FE B ZE OAEDF (¥
Ea—7 4= AR N—T) | EEAGOGRE - @825 EOWR A, EELBOBEAE [HEEEO A RY 27 4
I IRBURIN DN B, FRIC. T A=A AT N—TEHBLTBMED L —FEIE LTz, WELE~OT T —F [EE
DOHERT T ML, BUETTRIC2 0 505 HRCKHLOD | & 5T JICA 72 E A3 & 12Ettd %, B2 (Independent Living: IL)
HOHEOLFD LiES TV D RICOWTHET 2, CBRIZFHUEN TIEe<, BEHELYFETIC L > CFELa I =T 41— L&
ORITRYTH D, AR, ¥R, CBR 72 EOEIL, HOROEEZRZHICL > UITH RO TR, #
FEMARL A W, HER T 7L 00 ODA BUR b, HORDIEEE L ZOFREbOFMICEZMIT L LIZg5l &KL, hader
LIREZEHGOT L RU =X FEOY A2 Ty 7 & BT, £ EFEMNRBIR R T 2L ERH DD TIERWIES 9,
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Industrialization Policy by Indian State Governments: A Political Economy Explanation

INEEES L (BB RST 27 RFEETZERD
A (JLEIRNTR)

AMFFETIT, BAT O Y =475 % & B8 OBURIFEE ) O RBERL, #h 0¥ =88 E EEE R
FOBORME B ORIERE LD 2. 2N DOEHNEE - BLiEHER(T&D Loss)IZ 52 540 %
Z 1980 05 2010 FF £ TD 28 MO T — & HWTHERH 217 9,

OB R E LT, KEL 3ODEITHERD D, & 112, EEBROZRR - PUTIZONTO
BURRRE TR T OWFZER 2T B D, BRI T OBEFEMF IR R R & 2 WITPEE L & (e
T HBORY —/VICOW TR ZRERZFFON, £ 0 OBERAZRIN - T 5BUF &% 95 TR
B 8 5, BOBRRETF CTITBGR ORIN - #$UTOREERICET AN ThiL TR Y . A%
IBEEFEICIRIL L . EICE BB OBUEHIEE IR T&D 17 A &5 &l 23 AlGEME & MEEd 2,
21T, ABFZE T B 36 (Clientelism) D YEATHIZE I & BIGR T %, AMFSE TId & 3 R
BEITZOWVWTHBIEREDONM AL - TRIBITFTZ & T, BHEZBIARNES|OEEE LT 5 Al
REMEIZ OV T B AT Z21T 9. BRAYICIEZ, Wilkinson and Kitschelt (2007) OHFZEIZHE-S & B
IRROBES . PriskYE, BB OSBRI RO BEIRIG | 0B R L L TER MEbN D
AHEMEZ | T&D v A~DFEEE LD Z & THRIET 5, 5 312, AIFFEIEA > ROEI I3
DBORF, B, AT EORITHEICIILL T\ D,

HEZF DGR, AT D Y = ARBIIE T I HERICIEDREE L > TEY . biubn o & AR
RHEFHRER E R TV D, TR0, BN OSSR AN EERRN TIE, D AROE EREH» B
BIITEN 2T L TIOR3 <20, £ O&BNE 2 BIRECE LWAES ~DRE %
ITET D72 DIEHTE 20T, HOICHHRBERDEIR « JUTEZMRT Z LN TE D, FFRET
X, BURFICHEN Z1TECE 2 8 BEOBURMN @ X I Lo T, BAICERHICR O DK
BATDLRBOMEY 22T PICHFRIND Z L 2RBTHHEERE 2> TS, £2, —A
B PG bR A DR A L > TB Y, FifSKEREE D L T&D = AN D A5 7 CTH
N5, Zihix Wilkinson and Kitchelt (2007) D & B ARG R TH D, (LMK oCH
Bl U THWIRZEMZ BRI T N BIRITAE BB E & Do s, — AN Y4720 TS
L DRGEHEDPEEIRIEDFEZ L > TBY . — AUV FTERFD T&D r AZK T EH 520K
5, TROLEBERLFHSELORE DI L EZRELTND,

Flo. A2 FTIEEKRZ T&D v R LPEXE - FaEMT OBIESRESEHEDOT20I2, BENAFR
FEEELRE L, BOEHENTRERGT2HEDNE L5, 2T, BAERBERORE
INTHKET DR EERERE LT, BN OV RN A REMOES %8 L CREERMIC
BB E 5 A TVDINERGE LT, ZOR/E, B O Y =B ICAH BRIEOREZ R
TEWNRENT, ZOZEE, BHOEREORCHREIGHITEIN, EIMMOELZE LT
FERHMNCE TAHENT TVWDL I EERBEL TS, 2% 0, BEEMOR /BN E B
L= BRI 72 B ) S FEEDORIRZTHE L TV D ARetEZ R LT b,

(& 3Hk)  Wilkinson and Kitschelt (2007) Patrons, Clients and Policies. Cambridge University Press.
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‘The China factor’ in the Japanese media coverage of India

]
T YT REGEIIEAT

BT LVEREDAT 4 TIZ L 286EIL, O TO THRLREE) FAORNTEY LIPS
NI-tR) ZRAED O 2 CTEEREHEZ R T EEMEINTE, flxiX, HoEO 5G] &
R M A=V BAT A TICL o TEAHSINU T DHEE, —OATZHRZDEIZON
THROTEREZFFOL DI > T LED AIREEMERH D &V D Z &I D,

AgETIE, (D BROAT 4 TMEOV T A A=V LA FOEGLEORMIZIZ, EDX 72
Xy o T N0, 2 4 A=Y EEBROMOX v v T2 ERMTERIIAD, E0H 2 DO
U —F « JZRAF 3 VK-> T. HRODRAT 47 DA v REGE DR L & OMEE K % /it
T2, BEARINZIE, A2 RICBIHS R ZE S ARAT 4 7 OIEA > REFIRE & 2O 5BRE 72 £ 18
& (GERAE 5 4L, @EAE 14, T L EJR 140) 126 LT, 2017 4E 2 A BMIEHE T - TE -
WO RMEONR, oI, Hil - R FEOT -4 _—X TART L3y ZHAWTIUEL
TIBEORHELEHT —ZIZESNT, LTFOS 2Rl 5,

LIS, A2 RIS T 2BL0OEED ANV IZHL2D LT, BARD AT 47 TA > R
D EFSIUERIZEEE S R, &I, 1998 4E0 D 2017 A E TO 20 FEfIZ, A > K]
FloE F Y REEWT D) THI &0 ) SEN R LI b5t Fods L0 SIFHuL. ¥
AR & B T L HITHESMITHD LTWD, BARD AT ¢ 7 OEREHEN EICHEG E LT
WD DIE, KE - E - RS EEIfEEEE) ThDHZ L 6T, KEEERT e —7
Z—DEIBRBEL VST, IRFETONDRTWHEMTIA  FTIEHOEVEE RN LR 80,
ZTOHEFIZHD EZEZDBND,

F 212, A REREOKRNL - BEE, PEICHIT 27200 BAEI /172 8, PEOB) X 2D
o= a2 —ATRFEICR VSTV R S 5, EBE BEID 2175727 X TOIEA » RFRRE (&
ZORBRE) NZOREEMLTEY, TEHOEOZKEEEL L, =a—R N 2= ERNS)
FHRE F ), [REHEZR>THDL, (A FRPEZ) [FHl] LW FEZNTEE-722
LIIAETIZRW) GERIRE TR) . T4 2 RIZRBICZE S WIHI BRI H 502 E 5 idbhr b7
B, THEZZERD] &E EEAEICHED ] FFIREMR) EWolcBs Mz, ST, [k
DRIFA » RIZF TR, A RED HEY BT o a2 BERIEIC 20 A > RUS O™
TUTHEICLY Y TITE D,

FRIZHBE DO RIZOWVW TR, —KBEE IR LADORWEOHREL | [RONATHIED 2 Th)r
NPT LK ENPRITFNERLZ2VRIREICE o T, THHE] &0V 5 OIMEFR]IZ2E8]Y A TH S 72T T
. Za—A~OELEERDDLIFEL LRI, 2L T, BARANOHFEE (FEEE LW
HEASOFBK & HEE) B, BROAT 4T OA v Rl (BLOMET V7 #ul) ICKBS i,
H AT 31T 5 SRR & R L TV D ATREME B 5 Z L 245+ 2, £ LT, 20 L9
72 T NITRT DIRAERGER] 12X > T, BHIOREODER0A » ROFESHBERLL RIS KIZ
FMicsnTLE IR L LG5,
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ET 4 BHE IS 2 RS - JUHIfEE A ~D e > R v —F EERIINA
BLOHE
Hindu Nationalistic Interventions in Academic Institutions

and Attacks on Critical Scholars under the Modi Government

FHNEE
WAL b 7 R R
[P E]

KFEE IS IGREOE ALK 54U, University Grants Commission DB 1L L OV 7272
Higher Education Commission of India ®fli% %, €7 4 BUEIZHIEL T\ 5, KFERE OB
PMESIND—H T, RESOMBIESIIFMMFE DO LD L0 | ARG O EEEIE, fE/l,
FEOM BT ENTTIZE RSN TND, KFEEFROMNMER DD Z LR ST
— 5T, ETABHETTIE, B Ry —F EERMEEZBRL WL, FRICBEELEERY —
T hElroTWnD, KRETIE, BHEN ANF L4 L CHEERBES UL~ AT 261, £k
ARG LEIRFAEMBRE . BUARREE, TIIAT 4 TE2EBEZANVTHET LEF, 51T
By Ry —% EERICHHNZRFH 2T 5 F56 %, 455 Frontline DFLFEN OB T 5,

BT A BHEDL, NFHELZFRMLT, BV Ny —E EERHEL D2 ESSFHERE. SUbE%
R CHAT S A FNIZ VA, ZTORITIE, o Ry —# - MEERR R oESH 2 2 HIET A
¥ H3#\ 5 Indian Council of Historical Research & & Fi 5, EESGE N2 KFE LT S
Nz —9 0 F—RZEX, T~AT 4T - B OFRREFEAAR, BESHEKE O KIE AN Z
LT, SR A U RIIRFPIZER L 2OoH 5, RA—RFIE, FAEBDEA T, AT
MTHHLer Fy— EERELLPLHHEI SN TODN, BIERICHRSTHY 2 N O BT E %
PN & T2, T 0% S FRA SO HE D F TS, Centre for National Security
Studies #ix & CAUNSENTE SN TWIZGHE [ AT L7 0) XL BNEcsiEL,

K RFETREIRFEMEDNIEE E 221 T b, AIRFEAEMBEDS, TR KEY R, B,
BURFK., SHIAT 4T e LT, EIRFAMBOESH Z KB L T, KRFHFICRET H2HAL
H5, 2015 F0 5 16 FICT CTEEZIT v R AR TOX Y MNP AELEIGERGRERIE, A
TINR=RFRFTOXY NFE~OEE LWy EFAEDHE, RV —RFECTORBIZRIC X 554
AR BT 5,

ZOEIBRBETEA Y FENIZE L5720, BOROBLHIRPLR TOA & REFFRIZ T2 RO,
A ¥ RORBHBLRD D OEZ A RD 5EBN, B FAbED LY Py —F EERET
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Armed Conflict and the Peace Process in Nepal

Purna Bahadur Karki, Ph.D. Post-doctoral
research Fellow Institute of Global Studies,

Tokyo university of Foreign Studies

This study investigates two main aspects of the Maoist insurgency in Nepal: first, the
relationship between the history of Nepal and the origin of the insurgency, and, second, some
of the possible tools used for negotiating the ongoing peace process. This study examines the
Nepali civil war from the perspectives of conflict resolution tactics such as traditional and
indigenous conflict approaches, which are believed to be useful in minimizing further conflict.
From the perspective of conceptual analysis, a purposeful, rights-based approach will be
suitable for reconciliation in a post-conflict nation such as Nepal.

This research deals with Nepal’s post-conflict situation, which categorically lacks
implementation of the understanding reached between the Seven Party Alliance and the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) CPN (M), especially after the signing of the
Comprehensive Peace Accord (CPA). The rule of law is not effectively enforced and state
mechanisms function poorly, thus making way for crimes to be committed with impunity.
Similarly, the paper studies how Nepali political parties and leadership lack the civic culture
required for building an advanced society. The sociopolitical gap between people living in
different regions and communities hinders the establishment of a sustainable society. A
post-conflict country such as Nepal needs political passion, tolerance, reconciliation, and
change in the attitude of leadership for social mobility; political participation of the common
people at the local level is a necessity. A consideration of Nepal’s political culture of
leadership and civic culture of the people is important to develop it into a functioning state.

Further it deals with the history of CPN (M) and the link between its ideology and the
nature of the Nepali people living in the hill regions. Similarly, this study examines the unique
nature of the Nepali peace process. The level of impunity, misuse of state power, and the
general state of anarchy in the country encouraged criminals to practice extra-judicial human
rights violations, giving rise to contradictions and conflict. A conceptual analysis of the
conflict and the identification of an appropriate solution are preconditions for minimizing the
ongoing problems and achieving reconciliation in a post-conflict nation such as Nepal. This
study also explores the negotiation process and the entire development of the peace process in

addressing the common problems of the people.
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Temple Tanks and Sanitation: Analysing Colonial Urban Policies of Varanasi

Mahesh Madhav Gogate

Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University

Varanasi, one of the age-old cities of India once had a huge network of interconnected temple
tanks and ponds with streams and river Ganga. For the ages, these water tanks are eulogized as
sacred water places and considered as an integral part of the social, cultural and religious activities.
The city came under the direct colonial administration in 1794 and predominantly thereafter
the temple tanks and ponds were strategically reshaped, filled in and converted into public spaces
such as roads and parks. This paper argues that colonial urban policies marked the decline of these

ancient water reservoir system. The colonial urban policy of the ‘dry city’ dominated the city planning.

This paper mainly draws references from the topographical map prepared by James Prinsep,
a British officer stationed at Varanasi. Prinsep published the map of the city in 1822 and mapped the
numerous temple tanks and ponds along with temples and main streets. This research study mainly
analysed the James Prinsep’s map of 1822 and map of 1914 and compared it with the satellite
imagery and field observations conducted in 2016 and 2017.The Geographical Information System
(GIS) tools were used to map and calculate the existing water bodies. This exercise revealed that
many titled and untitled water tanks are completely vanished in last two hundred years. These
findings are important and explains the urgency for further comprehensive research of sacred water

bodies.

This paper specifically addresses a gap in the literature concerning the decline of sacred water
bodies and explored the colonial discourse which had significant impact on the urban planning. The
paper analyses the history of the emergence of municipal bodies, colonial discourses of
sanitation and safety, centralization of natural resources, urban transformation and its impact on

surface water bodies in Varanasi.
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Technological Interpretation of Archaeological Materials:

Based on Thin-section Petrography learned from Japan

Dr. Dilruba Sharmin
Assistant Professor, Department of Japanese Studies, 1037 Arts Building, University of
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Abstract:  Analysis of archaeological materials has assisted archaeologists in three focused
areas: (a) chronological construction (b) technological interpretation and (c) interpretation of
ancient societies. Thin-section petrography is a useful methodology for the study and
classification of fabrics. In this paper, ‘Polished thin-section method’ is used for the technology
analysis of the collected samples of Bangladesh, Japan, China & Korea. In this paper the
manufacturing technique of the archaeological pottery was studied on the basis of the thin
section observation under a microscope, which is called ‘Polished Thin-section Method’; the
modern version of this method was introduced by Japanese Professor Dr. Fumio Okada.
Scientific analysis of these cultural materials is important not only to distinguish the technology
or characteristics, but also to understand the spread of regional culture related to the analysed
material. Different types of biological microscope and Scanning Electron microscope were
used for observation of the collected samples. Approximately 15 thin-sections were prepared
from each case study. After microscopy observations, it is clear that, slip was very common on
the early-historic pottery of Bangladesh. This research does not find ‘slip” as a surface coating
of East Asian potteries, although ‘Carbon coating’ was common on the prehistoric black
colored pottery of Japan and China. Lacquer technology was used as a variety and beauty of the
numerous archaeological wares of Japan, China and Korea which is absent in the case of
Bangladeshi pottery. Archaeological ware, both earthenware and wooden wares was studied to

understand the quality and technology of these early-historic and historic wares.

Keywords: Ceramics, NBPW, Thin-section, Petrography, Culture, Heritage,
Bangladesh, Japan, China, Korea.
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Inscriptions on Large Objects
as a Source for the History of Bihar and Bengal of the Pala Years (9-12th centuries)

Alexander Stolyarov
a) Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences
b) Russian State University for the Humanities

The whole set of North Indian Early Mediaeval Inscriptions may be roughly divided into three groups: a)
land grants written mainly on copper plates or partly on stones, b) inscriptions on large objects, and c)
inscriptions on small objects. While land grants may be regarded as a separate group with its own
properties, it is not easy sometimes to tell the difference between inscriptions on large and small objects.
However, inscriptions written on rocks or stones as well as on columns, stelas, details of architecture,

etc., may be named as the inscriptions on small objects.

There are 30 inscriptions on large objects discovered at present that mention the name of a certain Pala

ruler, and their number is steadily growing from decade to decade.

These 30 inscriptions dating from the beginning of the 9t till the second half of the 12t centuries

are distributed on vast areas of modern Indian states Bihar, West Bengal, and also Bangladesh.

Being in their essence texts written by feudatories like medium rulers, ministers, army
commanders, etc., of by some communities like monks or merchants, they carry valuable pieces of
information regarding the social, economic, and religious position of persons described, their

surroundings and interrelations.

So, it is possible to divide them by centuries, by regions of concentration, by social and religious

affiliation, etc.

The peculiarities of spatial and temporal distribution of these inscriptions under study as well as their social,

economic, and religious meaning are to be discussed in this presentation.
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Kinship as Fiction: Exploring the Dynamism of Intimate Relationships in India

Chair
Yoko Taguchi, Hitotsubashi University

Presenters

Anindita Majumdar, Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad
Yoko Taguchi, Hitotsubashi University

Chihiro Nakayashiki, Kyoto University

Yumiko Tokita-Tanabe, The National Museum of Ethnology

Discussant

Mizuho Matsuo, The National Museum of Ethnology

This panel aims to explore the idea of kinship as ‘fiction’ through ethnographic analysis of intimate
relationships in India. Focusing on ‘fiction’, we look into how particular fictions are narrated and enacted
within the constraints of reality, and how reality is in turn generated by fiction in the context of kin and
other intimate relationships.

This panel invokes both classical and contemporary studies of kinship since the essential
question of what kinship is has returned to anthropology with a newfound vigour. Studies of South Asian
kinship, including the structuralist formulations of Louis Dumont and the transactional relations
explicated by McKim Marriott, have inspired anthropological theories in general. As Janet Carsten
discusses, anthropology of kinship has come to discover broader forms of ‘relatedness’, reconsidering the
established binary of nature and culture, or the biological and the social. Relatedness has gained
renewed interest also in South Asia, beyond the traditional caste hierarchy, including relations
mediated by science and technology such as blood donation, organ transplants, and surrogate
motherhood. In short, the concept of relatedness enables us to see more dynamic and processual aspects of
kinship.

To further contribute to this field, this panel investigates kinship as fiction. In classical
anthropological theory, kinship was synonymous with the taken-for-granted biological relatives.
In this vein, relations in the form of ritualized cohorts, friends, or mimicked blood ties were
considered ‘fictive’ in opposition to a ‘real’ biological standard. Over time, however, fictive kin have
become ‘real’ in different ways. In Kath Weston’s privileging of ‘kinship by choice’ amongst LGBTQ
communities, or in Carol Stack’s understanding of neighbourhood ties amongst African-American
women, the new kinship studies seek to re-engage with kin from the standpoint of ‘fictions’ that
generate reality.

Engaging with transnational commercial surrogacy, middle-class householding in Mumbai,
Tibetan relatedness in Spiti Valley, and relationships of care in Odisha, the panel attempts to contribute
to existing scholarship on kinship by examining the role of fiction and narrative in intimate relationships.

(Co-authored by all the panel presenters)
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Of the fictionalised real:

Parentage in disputed commercial surrogacy cases between India and foreign countries

Anindita Majumdar
Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad

This paper begins with the problem of de-recognition of children born through commercial gestational
surrogacy in India to foreign couples—and the ‘manufactured’ parentage that legitimizes their
nationality, and identity. The focus is on two cases in particular: Japanese Baby Manji who was unable
to travel back to Japan due to the complex laws there regarding surrogacy and parenthood; and the
German Balaz Twins who were restricted from travelling to Germany due to the ban on commercial
surrogacy.

Juxtaposed with ethnographic data from India amongst foreign and Indian couples, the aim is to
reflect on how kinship occupies a fraught terrain of choreographed relationships that are created for the
sole purpose of legality and identity. In this process ‘kinning’ often involves deliberate misrecognition,
in order to mimic kinship in its ‘idealised” form. Here, I suggest that such a process is different from
the one pursued in transnational and domestic adoption, as documented by Signe Howell, in the fleeting
temporality that these relationships cling to. I explore the role of the ‘mother’, ‘father’ and ‘surrogate’ in

the elaboration of kinship as fiction, and vice versa.

The fiction of ‘fluid nuclear units’:

Domestic workers and middle-class householding in Mumbai

Yoko Taguchi
Hitotsubashi University

This paper discusses contemporary middle-class householding in Mumbai, focusing on domestic
work and the fiction of the nuclear family. Householding refers to the active creation and maintenance of
the site of life, not restricted to family through marriage and biological relation.

David Schneider’s depiction of American kinship as a symbolic system of code and
substance highlighted cultural differences regarding kinship, and this was extended through the idea of
inseparable substance-code in Indian kinship. However, as this idea traveled from the USA to India to
Melanesia to global reproductive technologies, the focus increasingly became the transaction of bodily
substances. Indeed, the real-ness of this ‘hard’ biological substance, the main criticism raised by this
line of anthropological kinship studies, has reemerged with the development of technologically-

mediated kinship studies. Meanwhile, the
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sharing, maintenance, and creation of substance-codes seems relegated to the softer side, along with
shared time, memories, and imagination.

This paper, therefore, extends the idea of substance-code in classic Indian kinship studies
and looks at the more mundane but equally essential formation of relatedness through
householding. Studies on the global movement of domestic workers and the subsequent
reconfiguration of householding urge us to think beyond the modern social imaginary of the
nuclear family. Nevertheless, this imaginary of the nuclear family retains real significance, often
serving as people’s motivation to try out different kinds of householding and thus causing the
above-mentioned changes. To address this phenomenon, this paper employs the idea of fiction as a
narrative form of the social imaginary. The way we imagine, narrate, and create fictions are constrained
by reality, but we also generate reality by creating fictions within the constraints. Focusing on one
Mumbai household, this paper investigates how domestic workers and the nonconventional relations of
family and in-laws are mobilized around what an informant calls “fluid nuclear units.” It thereby

examines the pursuit and creation of a particular nuclear family fiction.

Doubting Kinship:
A case of kinship among Tibetan people in North India

Chihiro Nakayashiki
Kyoto University

This paper aims to clarify how people in Tibetan society in North India recognize their own kinship
relationships and are affected by the tactically-created kinship through examining the concepts of
“fiction’ and ‘reality’.

In Spiti valley, there is a category of kinship, called nirin, which is different from
genealogical ties, but is created through relatedness in people’s daily lives. Nirin are kindred in nature
recognized through both patrilineal and matrilineal lines by ego and also including affinities of an
especially close relationship. In the election campaigns, however, party members decide tactically
who they call nirin and try to behave as if they have been nirin. Those who have genealogical ties but
aren’t usually recognized as nirin are called nirin and receive pressure from party members. In this case,
they doubt their relationship as being nirin. Conversely, people sometimes recognize their friends or
neighbors as real nirin. In short, people ascertain whether their relationship is doubtful or not.
Nevertheless, the nirin being doubted sometimes affects people’s voting behavior. In other words, the
fiction of nirin, in whichnirin should help each other in any difficult situation, shapes people’s reality.

This paper tries to show that the phenomenon which is mentioned above cannot be understood by the

concepts of tactics and morality in kinship studies which are related to the
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level of the motive. It is necessary to understand the phenomenon by the concept of fiction. This paper
tries to think about ‘fiction’ and ‘reality’ as forms of recognition of kinship for local people. This way of

understanding the concept of fiction is different from the one in fictive kinship studies.

A house of one’s own:

Fiction of new kinship narratives in emerging opportunities for women in rurban Odisha

Yumiko Tokita-Tanabe
The National Museum of Ethnology

This paper examines how new narratives on kinship in rurban areas of coastal Odisha generate
conditions that enable women to buy and build their own houses, hitherto an unimaginable feat
under patrilineal, virilocal norms of the region. By ‘rurban’, I refer to newly developing residential areas
which are spatially located in-between rural and urban zones. In such areas, we find hybrid sets of
values that combine village and city aspects. Rurban residents do not have to contend with
imposing extended families or blatant caste discrimination as they would in villages where everyone
knows each other. At the same time, they are not faced with alienation and loneliness of city life
where people are indifferent towards their neighbours. Rurban residents maintain a mutually
understood, comfortable distance with each other. It is precisely this novel relationship between people
which allows women to exercise agency that counters patriarchal, patrilineal, virilocal
conventions. Availability of educational and employment opportunities nearby, as well as affordable
land prices and building costs also make it easier for rurban women to buy property and build houses
close to their natal homes. Moreover, what is significant about the rurban area in my study is that it is not
only the well-educated middle class women who take advantage of the new openings. Poorer women
without much education are also able to exercise agency in returning to live where they were born and
brought up. Hence there is a wide range of women from different socio-economic backgrounds who do not
act according to the traditional kinship norms and conventions. Breaking these conventions involves
fiction of new narratives about ideal kin and human relationships that justify the women’s actions. This
paper explores the mutual construction and affirmation between such narratives and the lived

realities of kinship and intimate relationships.
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