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Labour, Industrialisation and Economic Growth in India 
 
Abstract: 
In the recent decades, India has witnessed growth rates that are considered remarkable when compared with 
other developing countries and compared with growth rates in the past. The relatively high growth rates have, 
however, not been not uniform across regions and sectors of the economy. Agriculture, which absorbs about 
49 per cent of the workforce, has the lowest per capita income, and the gap in per capita income between 
agriculture and other sectors has continued to increase over time. At the same time, while mechanisation has 
resulted in a decline in absorption of labour in agriculture, the share of manufacturing industry in value added 
and employment has remained stagnant, and bulk of the expansion has taken place in construction and other 
services.  The manufacturing sector accounted for only about 12.6 per cent share in total workforce in 2011-
12.  
 
A striking feature of the economic growth in India is a significant withdrawal of working-age population from 
the labour force. Given current levels of development, India has very low levels of worker-population ratio. 
The withdrawal of working-age persons from the workforce is particularly steep in case of women. There is 
no doubt that women play an important role in the economic growth of a nation.  In this context, the marginal 
role of women both as entrepreneurs and as workers is a cause of concern.  
 
Credit and infrastructural constraints are often cited as reasons for lack of entrepreneurial activity and growth 
of industry in India. An important component of understanding the working of the financial system is to see 
how inclusive it is to the needs of the population.  
In this context, we propose to organise a panel in the JASAS conference with four papers and presentations. 
The first paper, by Vikas Rawal, will attempt to present the conditions of women workers in rural India. The 
paper presents an analysis of changes in employment levels and sectoral changes in employment of women 
between 1999-2000 and 2017-18 using data from surveys conducted by the National Sample Survey Office. 
The second paper, by Yuko Nikaido and Jesim Pais, presents a study of women entrepreneurs and attempts to 
examine the diversity across different regions and across social groups. The third paper, by Mandira Sarma 
and Yuko Nikaido, examines the extent of financial inclusion in India using three different sources of data and 
over time. The last paper, by Jesim Pais, is on agricultural mechanisation and presents a case study of the 
combine harvester industry in India.  
 
 
Title of paper 1. Conditions of Employment of Women in Contemporary Rural India (Vikas Rawal) 
 
Abstract: 
This paper presents a sectorally-disaggregated analysis of trends of employment for women workers in India 
between 1999-2000 and 2017-18. The paper is based on data from four rounds of Employment-Unemployment 
Survey (1999-2000, 2004-05, 2009-10 and 2011-12) and the latest Periodic Labour Force Survey (2017-18) 
conducted by the National Sample Survey Office. Worsening conditions of employment has emerged as the 
most serious form of economic distress in recent years in India. Work participation rates for working-age 
persons have declined steadily over the last two decades with sharpest declines being for rural women. With a 
sharp contraction in the availability of employment in rural areas, women have fallen out of labour force while 
there has been an intensification of rural-urban migration among men. This process was intensified greatly in 
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the last few years as a result of demonetisation and other government policies that disadvantaged informal 
sector activities against big capital. 
 
 
Title of paper 2. Women Owning Small Firms in India: Analysing Social and Cultural Diversity (Yuko 
Nikaido and Jesim Pais) 
 
Abstract: 
A large body of literature on growth of firms has examined performance of women-owned firms often 
comparing them with men-owned firms. There are, however, very few empirical studies that have focused on 
the interrelationship between ethnicity, religion, caste and female entrepreneurship in India. The fourth and 
latest nationwide census of small enterprises allows us to examine how the socio-cultural status of the female 
entrepreneurs affects firm performance at different stages of entrepreneurial activity. The empirical results 
from a quantile regression reveal a significant variation in the growth performance of women-owned firms. 
First, firms owned by Muslim women tend to perform better than those owned by Hindu women. Second, in 
the case of women from underprivileged castes, although the obstacles for setting up of enterprises and growth 
of business in the early stage appear to be similar to women from other castes, over time, however, they appear 
to face significant obstacles for further expansion of their businesses. Third, while there is a favourable 
environment for women starting firms in the Southern Region of India, women-owned enterprises located there 
seem to face challenges for continued business expansion. This study shows that distinct interventions that 
take into account skills, socio-economic status as well as the age of firms are required to promote sustained 
entrepreneurship among women in India. 
 
 
Title of paper 3. Financial Inclusion in India: Analysing Regional and Socio-economic Disparities (Mandira 
Sarma and Yuko Nikaido) 
 

Abstract: 

This paper attempts to analyse various dimensions of financial inclusion, viz., access, availability and usage 
of formal financial system in India by regional, socio-economic and gender related factors. To do this, we 
attempt to exploit three major sources of data from India. The first is the three rounds of All India Debt and 
Investment Surveys (AIDIS) conducted by National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) of the Government of 
India, conducted during 1991-92, 2002-03 and 2012-13.  Using these household surveys, we present pattern 
of saving and borrowing behaviours of Indian households over time, emphasizing on rural-urban divide and 
socio-economic angle while focusing on the role of formal and informal institutions. The second source of 
data that we analyse are the three rounds of global Findex data pertaining to financial inclusion of Indian 
adults, conducted by World Bank during 2011, 2014 and 2017.  An analysis of these data provides some 
insights on the effectiveness of various financial inclusion policies introduced during the recent period (2014 
-2017).  Finally, we attempt to complement the analysis of these demand-side data with an analysis of the 
supply-side data from the Reserve Bank of India by computing an annual index of financial inclusion for 
various Indian states over 1991-2018. 
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Title of paper 4. Agricultural Mechanisation and Rural Industrialisation: A Case Study of the Combine 
Harvester Industry in India (Jesim Pais) 
 
Abstract: 
Agricultural productivity is enhanced by mechanisation in agriculture. The level of mechanisation in 
agriculture varies across crops and across regions in India. Agricultural mechanisation occurs both due to 
demand side factors as well as supply side factors. Among the demand side factors are shortage of and timely 
availability of labour, rising costs of labour and short turnaround times between crops. On the supply side are 
factors such as the availability of appropriate and affordable agricultural tools, implements and machinery. 
Given this, some agricultural operations are more amenable to mechanisation than others. For example, in 
India, there has been large scale mechanisation of operations related to land preparation such as ploughing 
with the use of tractors. Another agricultural operation that is rapidly getting mechanised in major cereal crops 
such as wheat and paddy is harvesting and threshing. Interestingly, the large machines used for mechanised 
harvesting and threshing, the combine harvesters, are indigenously produced in Punjab. This paper examines 
the structure and growth of the combine harvester industry, aspects of entrepreneurship, technology and 
innovations in the industry. In the absence of official statistics of production and sales of combine harvesters, 
our survey based study provides important insights into this industry and the possibilities of rural 
industrialization.  
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Individual Paper Session 1-1 
 

―  
A Study on Sanitary Workers in Sri Lanka: With a Focus on the Mobility of 

Belongingness and Occupation 
 

 (Kanako SHIMIZU) 
 (Graduate School of Asian and African Area 

Studies Kyoto University) 
 

(Short Abstract) 

 
 

(Key words)  
, , ,  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(Long Abstract or Contents of your presentation) 
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Individual Paper Session 1-2 
 

 
Perception towards work and options in the tea plantation community of Sri Lanka 

 
(Kurihara Shunsuke) 

(Faculty of International Studies, Utsunomiya University) 
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Individual Paper Session 1-3 
 

 
Transformation in the Consumption Patterns of Dhaka Weaving in Nepal 

 
 (TAKAMICHI Yuko) 

 (ASAFAS, Graduate School of Asian and 
African Area Studies Kyoto University) 

 
(Short Abstract) 

 
 

(Key words) 
,  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(Long Abstract or Contents of your presentation)*6 
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Rich-Zendel, Sarah  2013. Unraveling Fair Trade: Insights from Women Weavers in Nepal. Studies in  Nepali 

History and Society. Volume 18, Number 2. pp. 305-pp. 327. 
Stirr, Anna Marie. 2005. Migration, Gender and Nation in Nepali Dohori Performance. Himalaya, the Journal of 

the Association for Nepal and Himalayan Studies. Volume 25, Number 1. pp. 42-pp. 44.  
2000 ―

60 pp. 113-pp. 158  
The World Bank. “World Bank Open Data”https://data.worldbank.org/(2019 8 16 ). 
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Individual Paper Session 1-4 
 

―
― 

Explanations of goods and help through manufacturing process of handicrafts: Case 
study of a silk scarves workshop in Dhaka, Bangladesh 

 
 (Suzuki Ami) 

 (Graduate School of Intercultural Studies, Kobe University) 
 

(Short Abstract) 
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Le Mare, Ann, 2007, Exploring the power to change: fair trade, development and handicraft production in 
Bangladesh, Durham University PhD thesis. 
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Country Studies 7(1): 75-95. 
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Individual Paper Session 2-1 
 

Media and Transnational Identities among Inter-cultural South Asian-East Asian 
families in Japan and Global Asia 

 
Dr Zakir Hossain Raju 

Dept of Media and Communication, Independent University, Bangladesh 
 
 
Abstract 
Asia has been and is being considered even today as a large, heterogeneous space that hosts so many various 
and opposing cultural and national identities. In that way, South Asia and East Asia were/are to be demarcated 
not only by their geopolitical distances, but also by the unsurpassable cultural differences between them. 
However, the process of globalization has changed the global order and increased mobility among nations 
within and beyond Asia. In the circumstances, a country as swiftly developing as Bangladesh or Nepal turned 
to be spaces of interest for Japan and East Asian nations not only for trade and business, but also for cultural 
exchanges. As such the number of inter-Asian immigrants and cross-cultural marriages are increasing in recent 
years. Especially, since the 1980s, many Bangladeshi, Nepalese, Pakistani and Indian men migrated to Japan 
and, from the 1990s onwards to other nations in East Asia primarily for work and better life. Some of them 
decided to tie the knot with Japanese or other East Asian women, thus creating inter-Asian families bonding 
South Asia and East Asian identities. While such relationships are still a bit unlikely, the research of/on such 
families is also quite sparse. Though academics all-over the world are immersed in various research based on 
culture, identity and diaspora, very few so far researched the inter-Asian transcultural families in global Asia. 
This proposed paper and related study are going to be two of the very first steps in this direction. 
 
According to Vertovec (1999), transnationalism is the process by which migrants build and maintain 
multistranded social relations that connect their place of origin and settlement through the creation of cross-
border and intercontinental networks. This process, facilitated by “space-and-time-compressing technology” 
(Portes, Guarnizo and Landolt, 1999) has created a “homogenous global village” in which national identities 
are blurred (Neyestani and McInturff, 2006).Transnationalism and diaspora have served as prominent research 
lenses as a result of increase in international migration and the shifting of state borders across populations. 
Over the past decade, these concepts have served as prominent research lenses through which to study 
international migration and the shifting of concept of identity. 
 
It is from this very point that this paper aims to explore, through inspecting the lives of inter-Asian cross-
cultural families residing in Japan and in Global Asia what it means to be part of a ‘national’ consciousness in 
a transnational context. More imeportantly, how the surrounding and its dynamics affect the construction of 
the identity of the South Asian diasporic population in a East Asian cultural space designated by marriage and 
family bondings. Few films focusing on South Asia-East Asia marriages and families such as Beyond the 
Borders (dir. Zakir H Raju, 1995) and The Japanese Wife (dir. T Mokammel, 2012) as well as relevant other 
texts will be studied closely to develop the research framework for this paper and the later, larger research 
project. The role of the mass media, especially new media technologies, in the creation of diaspora and 
interaction within it will also be researched. The expansion of global media systems coupled with the new 
communication technologies have accelerated the formation, growth and maintenance of diasporic identity. 
Therefore, to understand the process of identity construction among the transnational families, the paper and 
the proposed project will question (and answer): how media creates digital diasporas giving a new form of 
“coexistence” for diasporic groups. 
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20  
Shipping Route across the Pacific and Indian Immigrants in the Early Twentieth 

Century 
 

 (Kaori Mizukami) 
/  
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Ghadar Movement

 (Hugh Johnston, The Voyage of the Komagata Maru: 
The Sikh Challenge to Canada’s Colour Bar, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1979; A. C. Bose, Indian 
Revolutionaries Abroad, 1905-1922, In the Background of International Development, Bharati Bhawan, Patna, 
1968) 

 

Marina Carter, Servants, Sirdars and Settlers: Indians in Maurituius, 
1834-1874, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1995 Barbara-Sue White, Turbans and 
Traders: Hong Kong’s Indian Communities, Hong Kong et al: Oxford University Press, 1994

  
1913

 

Amar 
Singh, “Mērī Siyāsat mēṉ Dākhal hōnē ki Pehelī Hālat” (My first condition to join the politics) (in Urdu), 
Accession No. 11449, Desh Bagat Yadgar Library  1914 300

(Proceedings of Emigration Branch, Commerce and Industry Department, 1914, March, Part B, 39, 
National Archives of India  

  
 
 
 
  



 

16 
 

Day1 (October 5)  ROOM 1���
�����	���14:50-17:00 
Individual Paper Session 2 

Individual Session 2-3 
 

 
Education and Career of Gulf-born Indians: An Analysis of the Cases in Kuwait  

 
MATSUKAWA, kyoko)           
 (Konan University) 

 
 

(Short Abstract) 
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Japanese Support of Tibetans: From Tokyo to Dharamsala 
 

Stephen Christopher 
Kyoto University 

 

Abstract: This paper analyzes how transnational patronage of the Tibetan diaspora shapes the 
socioeconomic conditions of Tibetan settlements in India. It has two parts.  

First: In both academia and the popular imagination, Dharamsala (North India) is commonly associated with 
the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan diaspora. However, for several centuries before their arrival in 1960, 
Dharamsala was an important place for Gaddi shepherds bringing their flocks across the Dhauladhar 
Mountains. This talk describes the basic caste organization of Gaddis, their engagement with the Indian state 
to secure benefits and protections as a Scheduled Tribe, and how their communal aspirations are shaped by 
Tibetan neighbors. Unexpectedly, relations between Tibetans and Gaddis remain strained by disproportionate 
geopolitical and financial support flowing to Tibetans. This creates resentment among Gaddis and the feeling 
of displacement – even refugeehood – in a place they consider home. Given these dynamics, how are ethnic 
boundaries experienced by these groups struggling with their own porous identities as Tibetan refugees 
sliding into diasporic status and Gaddi shepherds living in a densely capitalistic, cosmopolitan place but 
recently awarded tribal status for their supposed backwardness?  

Second: Given the abovementioned conditions, which was the subject of my doctoral research, how does 
transnational patronage of Tibetans and the rapid expansion Global Buddhist networks impact Tibetans and 
Gaddis in Dharamsala? Drawing from ongoing fieldwork in Tokyo with Tibetans and Japanese supporters, 
this paper considers the Japanese role in shaping Tibetan diasporic identity. It analyzes the Tibetan patronage 
system more broadly: how Tibetans shape the Japanese imaginary, how Tibetans expand transnational 
patronage networks through civil and religious organizations, how remittances and transnational support 
flow back to India and shape Tibetan belonging in settlement camps and, ultimately, how inequalities in 
symbolic and material capital shape the environment for proximate Indian populations – inflecting caste 
relations, state recognition, tribal performance and local conceptions of civil inclusion and modern 
aspirations. This part of the story is still unfolding. However, it takes unexpected turns as we consider the 
unique place of the Tibetans in Japanese political and social spheres.   

Because the paper tries to unify Japanese supporters, Tibetan diasporans, and Gaddi tribal neighbors in India, 
it is necessarily an overview sketch. However, the goal is to advance a more ethnographic picture of how 
Tibetan diasporic economies are tied into the cultural politics of a host nation (Japan), on the one hand, and 
how these economies move through transnational networks to India, on the other, where they ultimately 
impact sociality in refugee settlements and shape how Indian tribes (Gaddi) experience themselves and their 
futures.  
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Pursuing sustainable wild plant collection through a certification project and a tribal 
community’s strategy in the state of Maharashtra, India 

 

 (Rie Makita)  
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Individual Paper Session 3-2 

 

Battles in Tents: Tales of Labour from Indian Circus 
 

Nisha Poyyaprath Rayaroth 
Formerly Social Science Research Council Transregional Research Junior Fellow at Centre for Indian Studies in 

Africa, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa 

 

Indian circus industry figures in the common sense as a place of extreme exploitation with dangerous working 

conditions, wretched living conditions and miserable wages. But ironically if one looks at the history of the labour 

unions in India we would hardly find a circus workers’ union. We may bear in mind that circus flourished in North 

Malabar, South India along with the Communist movement and trade unions in early 20th century. Another 

interesting irony is that long before a circus workers’ union came into being, the circus company owners had 

formed an organization, All India Circus Association in 1953. Trade unionism of circus workers, and 

entertainment industry in general, had been limited in the west also where industrial capitalism had hit its peak. 

This paper explores the tumultuous history of the formation of a circus labor union in 1964, the Akhil Bharath 

Circus Karmachari Sangh [All India Circus Worker’s Union] organized under the tutelage of the Communist Party 

of India. A remarkable subsequent development was the establishment of a circus company by this labor union 

called the Akhil Bharath Circus; a circus owned, managed and worked by circus workers. We must not forget here 

that for the Communist party 1964 had been a watershed year, at the end of which the party split into two. This 

exciting class battle will be explored through various narratives gleaned from interviews, personal memorabilia 

and publications including notices, booklets and the mouthpiece publications of the worker’s union and owner’s 

organization, Circus Worker and Big Top respectively. Another significant aspect is the delineation between the 

performing artistes and other workers, an unsettling division of ‘art’ and ‘labor’, ‘high’ and ‘low’. Of ‘labor’ there 

is a further demarcation based on skilled and unskilled labor. The second part of the paper will touch upon how 

the only existing circus workers’ union, Indian Circus Employees Union, negotiated the two crucial legal 

interventions; the 1991 ban of wild animals and 2011 ban of children below fourteen. With these bans, the number 

of Indian artistes dwindling over the years has become fewer and foreign performers from Nepal, Central Asia and 

East Africa are filling up the rings. These movements raise significant questions regarding borders, global 

economy and livelihood and at the same time the transition to an inconsequential role of union itself; the present 

union is relegated to a group of retired artistes negotiating for pensions and life insurances. 
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Who is the subject of VAW discourse?: Debate around subjectivity and victimhood. 
 

Nazneen Shifa 
PhD candidate, Centre for Women’s Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University 

 

Abstract: Violence against women (hereafter VAW) has become the locus of feminist movement in 
Bangladesh. Many law centered interventions and activisms on VAW are taking place in Bangladesh since 
the 1990s. As a result of these activisms, in the last two decades, several laws have been passed regarding 
VAW. But often feminist activists in Bangladesh voice a concern that after many years of efforts, VAW is still 
on the rise in the country.  
Scholars in this field have shown a connection of this rise of law centered activisms with the transnational 
human rights framework for equal rights (i.e. UN CEDAW). They largely argue that women’s movement has 
taken shape in a direction which we can term as a juridical way of understanding rights (Menon 2004). There 
is a growing debate among the scholars in general and scholars in the post-colonial countries in particular 
whether this UN centric organizing and activisms of women’s movement depoliticize the nature of the 
movement. Menon (2005) from the context of Indian feminist movement coined the term of ‘constitutional’ 
way of understanding rights, by which she refers that this law centered understanding of rights is originated 
from the long history of European modern democracy. She argues that this way of understanding rights may 
not be useful or may not be equally emancipatory for the women in this part of the post-colonial countries 
like the countries in the West (Menon 2004).  
In this broad backdrop of the debate around the juridical way of understanding women’s rights, this paper 
will broadly look at the questions: Does the juridical turn of women’s movement depoliticize the movement 
in Bangladesh? In other words what is the effect of this law centered activisms and interventions in the 
context of Bangladesh?  
The paper problematizes the way how juridical discourse of VAW conceptualizes women as a singular, 
monolithic, and universal subject. The paper will argue that the monolithic way of understanding subject 
limits the possibilities to comprehend various women’s experiences who are situated in diverse context. By 
taking up the South Asian Feminist lens I will invoke the questions of why and how a universal, monolithic 
and singular representation of women has become authoritative in development discourse in general and in 
violence against women discourse in particular. It will bring forward the feminist debate of the 
universalization of subject through the transnational legal framework of rights. The center of this debate is to 
look into the question of how the universal idea of subject and subjectivity is problematic which is 
foregrounded in the liberal philosophy of individual as a rational subject (Menon 2004, Kapur 2005). This 
paper will show by presenting some ethnographic materials how the juridical way of redressing violence 
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reduces the complex context of women and construct a singular narrative of VAW. This singular truth making 
process limits to understand the multiple context as well as multiple subject positions of women (Moore 
2006, Kapur 2005). By opening up this debate I will argue how feminist politics can bring new possibilities 
and create a deeper understanding of the meaning of violence by shifting their center to the peripheral subject 
positions which is shifting and multiple way of understanding subjectivities.  
The paper will focus only on the discourses and practices of interpersonal violence which is often 
categorized as ‘domestic violence’ in the juridical discourse. I will use my ethnographic materials from my 
participation of various activities of a specific NGO project on domestic violence.   
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Heritage Displays at the Hornbill Festival and the Naga Heritage Village in Nagaland: 
How Ideas of Social Identity are Expressed and Derived 

 

Shisachila Imchen 
University College London 

 

(Short Abstract) 
This paper examines how heritage displays at the state-sponsored Hornbill Festival and the Naga Heritage 
Village in Nagaland, northeast India are engaged with by different sections of society. It showcases how 
heritage displays at the aforementioned festival and ethnic theme park are used by the festival organisers, the 
performers, and the consumers to disseminate, construct, and understand ideas of social identity in ways 
pertinent to them. 
 

(Key words)  
display, heritage, identity, Nagaland, tourism 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(Long Abstract) 
Scholars researching heritage have demonstrated that display is a powerful tool of heritage for the 

propagation of meanings, values, and ideas. This paper, that draws from research carried out as part of my 
doctoral studies (completed), aims to showcase how heritage displays in Nagaland, northeast India are 
engaged with by different sections of society to disseminate, construct, and understand ideas of social 
identity at various levels.  

Since the year 2000, the Government of Nagaland has instituted the Hornbill Festival and the Naga 
Heritage Village in a bid to encourage tourism in the state of Nagaland. The Hornbill Festival is held 
annually in early December during which time cultural troupes representing the various tribes of Nagaland 
perform dances, songs, and the like. These performances take place at the Naga Heritage Village, an ethnic 
theme park located near the state’s capital town Kohima. Since the given objectives of the Hornbill Festival 
as can be found on its official website (hornbillfestival.com) include the encouragement of inter-tribal 
interaction, as well as the promotion and display of the state’s cultural heritage, this paper first looks into 
how in order to address these goals the Festival is organised and managed by the organisers. In doing so, the 
study reveals the messages and meanings that the organisers seek to make prominent through the display of 
heritage. 

The discussion thereafter moves on to assess the role that the performers of the various cultural troupes 
play in producing meaning through heritage displays. Some scholars have been critical of the performances 
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at the Hornbill Festival and the Naga Heritage Village as being farcical, commercialised, and superficial. 
However, these observations have failed to take into account what the performers themselves understand 
about what they are performing. As my paper demonstrates, performances and the like that are staged by the 
troupes are drawn from their heritage but appropriate to the context at hand. In addition, the performers both 
give meaning to and draw meaning from what they perform and display. 

Finally, this paper explores the position of the consumers of the Hornbill Festival and visitors to the Naga 
Heritage Village. Heritage displays have often been criticised by some scholars as being false and 
commercialised. By extension, these scholars have assumed that heritage displays do not make room for 
effective engagement with those who consume such displays. But other researchers have pointed out that 
consumers are not passive, but rather actively engage with heritage in creating meaning out of it. In the 
context of Nagaland, the bulk of patrons of the Hornbill Festival and the Naga Heritage Village come from 
within the state, and in particular from the urban state capital Kohima. This study looks at how the Naga 
public or consumers derive meaning from what they experience while engaging with heritage displays.  

The ultimate analysis is that heritage displays during the Hornbill Festival and at the Naga Heritage 
Village are relevant in Nagaland at various levels in different sections of society who engage with and 
interpret heritage in ways pertinent to them. 
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Non-codified medicine and codified medicine: a case study on the relationship 

between traditional medical practitioners and Ayurveda in Southern India 
 

 (Sachi Matsuoka) 
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The unopened letter: Ugyen Dorji’s missions to Lhasa for the British Raj 
 

Matteo Miele 
Kokoro Research Center, Kyoto University 

 
In 1885, the Battle of Changlimithang redesigned the space of political power in the small Himalayan state of 
Bhutan. Defeating his rivals, the young Trongsa Penlop, Ugyen Wangchuck, consolidated his power over the 
country founded by the Shabdrung, Ngawang Namgyel, in the seventeenth century. In 1886 the young regent 
of Tibet, Ngawang Pelden Chokyi Gyeltshen, died and a few months later some Tibetan troops trespassed into 
the territory of the Kingdom of Sikkim. This led to the first military confrontation between Tibet and the British 
in 1888. During the 1888 Expedition, although some Bhutanese, including the Thimphu Dzongpen, fought on 
the side of the Tibetans, Ugyen Wangchuck’s faction tried to act as mediator between Lhasa and Calcutta. 
Since the 1880s the Bhutanese took on a mediating role between the thirteenth Dalai Lama’s Tibet and the 
British Raj. This led Ugyen Wangchuck to be the mediator even during the famous Younghusband expedition 
of 1903-1904 and to obtain in 1905 the Order of the Indian Empire, two years before being elected as first 
King of Bhutan (Druk Gyalpo, ’Brug rgyal po), with the birth of the monarchy in December 1907. In the years 
immediately preceding the coronation, between 1899 and 1901, other attempts to establish a direct 
communication between the Lhasa government and the British had been led by Ugyen Wangchuck’s right 
hand, the Bhutanese nobleman Ugyen Dorji. In this paper, I will attempt to reconstruct and analyse, through 
British archival sources, the events and results of the Ugyen Dorji’s missions to Tibet. Particular attention will 
be paid to the perception the British authorities had of this particular figure. The paper will thus attempt to 
better clarify various aspects of Bhutanese diplomacy and the Bhutanese-British relations in those years 
following the battle of Changlimithang and prior to the accession of Ugyen Wangchuck. In this way, I will try 
to contribute to a more careful and extensive investigation concerning the geopolitical role of Bhutan within 
the Himalayan region and the Tibetan Buddhist religion countries in the final years of the Great Game which 
was the long and grueling political confrontation that tangled the British and the Russians for most of the 
nineteenth century, up to the Anglo-Russian Entente of 1907. The Great Game – which in the first decades 
had involved Persia and Afghanistan with the Caucasian and Central Asian advance of Russian army and 
diplomacy – was moving eastward, particularly to the Himalayan region, coinciding with the strong weakening 
of the Manchu authority in Peking. It was a weakening that had to clarify to the English the different cultural, 
political and religious schemes on which the relations between China and Tibet and those between Tibet and 
the other Tibetan Buddhist countries were articulated. The cultural bond between Tibet and Bhutan had to be 
joined by a political relationship between Bhutan and British Raj that began with the Treaty of Sinchula of 
1865 and was then definitively sanctioned by Ugyen Wangchuck with the Treaty of Punakha of 1910. The 
study of Ugyen Dorji’s missions to Tibet therefore seeks to improve the understanding of the motivations of 
the Younghusband Expedition and of those years that mark – at the regional level – the last years of the Great 
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Muslim’s Criticisms of Ārya Samāj: The Case of Sanā’ullāh Amritsarī 

 
 (Kazunori Matsuda) 

 (ASAFAS, Kyoto Univiersity) 
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(Dayānanda Sarasvatī, 1824-1883) Satyārth Prakāsh
 1898  14

 1940
[Scott 2015] 

 Satyārth Prakāsh
1900 Ḥaqq Prakāsh  6

  
Ḥaqq Prakāsh Muqqadas Rasūl

 

Rangīlā Rasūl  Rangīlā Rasūl

[Thursby 1975: 40-71] Rangīlā Rasūl 1924 5 Muqqadas Rasūl
1924 8   

Ḥudūs-i Ved

  
 

 
‘Irāqī, ‘Abd al-Rashīd. 2001. Sanāʼullāh Amritsarī: Ilmī o Taṣnīfī Khidmāt. Faiṣalābād: T̤āriq Akaiḍmī. 
Scott, J. Barton. 2015. “Aryas Unbound: Print Hinduism and the Cultural Regulation of Religious Offense.”  

Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 35(2): 294-309. 
Thursby, G. R. 1975. Hindu-Muslim Relations in British India: A Study of Controversy, Conflict, and Communal 

Movements in Northern India 1923-1928. Leiden: Brill. 
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19  
Doctors in Colonial Prison Administration: Indian Medical Service and Prison 

Reforms during the mid-19th Century 
 

(MIYAMOTO Takashi) 
(The University of Tokyo) 

 
(Short Abstract) 

 19
Indian Medical Service

 

  
 

(Key words) 
 Punishment,  Medicine,  Indian Medical Service,  Prison 
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(Long Abstract or Contents of your presentation) 
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The Philosophy of Neo-Advaita in Colonial Gujarat: With a Focus on Maṇilāl 
Dvivedī’s Concept of “Prem” 

 
 (Eijiro Hazama)  

PD 
 
1893 9 6

Hinduism
 

Smart 1982: 144 Majumdar 1962: 361
  

 

Maṇilāl Nabhubhāī Dvivedī: 1858-
1898 19

  
2019 3

1892
1 1880

Dvivedī 1888; 1919 (18892) Dvivedi 1890 
(1885); 1889; 1914 (1890); 1891

  

 

prem3

 

 Narmadśankar 

1 3 M. N. Dvivedī, “Svāmī Vivekānandnī Amerikānī Muḷākāṭo,” Oriental Institute of Baroda, unpublished  

 2 prem
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Lālśankar Dave: 1833-1886 sudhāro

 2019: 263-328   

  
 

 
• Dvivedī, Maṇilāl Nabhubhāī (Dvivedi, Manilal Nabhubhai), “Svāmī Vivekānandnī Amerikānī Muḷākāṭo,” 

Oriental Institute of Baroda, unpublished. [Written in Gujarati] 
——, 1888, Prāṇvinimaya, Mumbaī: “Nirṇaysāgar” Pres. [Written Gujarati] 
——, 1889, Monism or Advaitism?, Bombay: Subodha-Prakasa Press. [Written in English] 
——, 1890 (1885), Raja-Yoga, Ahmedabad: “Aryodaya” Press. [Written English] 
——, 1891, “The Advaita Philosophy of Śaṅkara”, Wiener Zeitschrift für die Kunde des Morgenlandes, Vol. 
2, pp. 95-113. [Written English] 
——, 1914 (1890), The Yoga-Sutra of Patanjali, Bombay: Rajaram Tukaram. [Written in English and 
Sanskrit] 
——, 1919 (1889), Siddhāntsār, Amdāvād: Śrī Satyavijay Pres. [Written in Gujarati] 

• 2019 ——
  

• Majumdar, R. C., 1962, History of the Freedom Movement in India, Vol. 1, Kolkata: Firma K. L. 
Mukhopadhyaya. 

• Smart, N., 1982, “Asian Cultures and the Impact of the West: India and China,” in E. Barker, (ed.), New 
Religious Movements, New York: Edwin Mellen Press, pp. 140-154. 
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―
 

Social Transformation of Sikh Identity in Colonial Punjab: Portraits of Guru Nanak, 
the Founder of Sikhism 

 
 (Atsushi Ikeda) 

 
(Short Abstract) 
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(Long Abstract or Contents of your presentation)*6 
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Rethinking of Center and Periphery in India: Perspectives of Folk Belief and Tribe 
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Toward Anthropology of "Dialogue": The Tribal Beliefs in Peripheral India and it's 
Plurality and Selectivity of Deities 

 
 (Kodai Konishi) 
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Dynamic Transformation of Center and Periphery, Outer world and Inner World: 

Case Study of Bhūta in South Karnataka 
 

 (SUZUKI Masataka) 
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Dynamics of Agriculture based Tibetan Settlement in India 

: A case Study of Mundgod Tibetan Settlement 
 

 (Miki Enoki) 
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Winter Camp for Highland Schoolchildren in Bhutan: Findings and Lessons Learned 

 
Yamada Koji  

JICA JICA Research Institute  
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Gross National Happiness and Sustainable Development in Bhutan 
 

Nirmala RANASINGHE 
Nara Prefectural University 

 
 “Gross National Happiness (GNH) measures the quality of a country in a more holistic way and believes 
that the beneficial development of human society takes place when material and spiritual development occurs 
side by side to complement and reinforce each other”. This is a statement of the Fifth King of Bhutan, Jigme 
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck. Bhutan is the first country to focus on happiness as a framework for 
development at the policy level declaring GNH is more important than GDP (Gross Domestic Production). 
Adoption of GNH in national development planning has gradually changed the perspective of development 
around the world encouraging other countries to create a dialogue on happiness and wellbeing. Therefore this 
paper examines the progress and present situation of development approach in Bhutan based on the concept of 
GNH, by analyzing fieldwork experiences of the 42nd Southeast Asia seminar held in Bhutan in December 
2018. 

The government of Bhutan implemented the five-year development plans in 1961 and since 2008 (the 10th 

five-year plan 2008-2013) GNH has been explicitly integrated into the framework of development. There are 
four pillars in GNH; Sustainable and equitable socio-economic development, Environmental conservation, 
Good governance and Preservation and promotion of culture, and at present these four pillars have been 
expanded into 9 domains and 33 indicators. The nine domains include: living standards, health, education, 
good governance, time use and balance, ecological diversity and resilience, psychological wellbeing, 
community vitality and cultural vitality and diversity. Moreover, there is a strong relationship between GNH 
and Buddhism in Bhutan. As the statement of the fifth king implies, spiritual development is one of the core 
aspects in GNH, and some scholars state that GNH focuses on ‘ultimate happiness’ achieved by transforming 
the mind.  

GNH Index has become an effective evaluation tool enabling the government to understand the progress in 
terms of gender, different age groups, income levels, occupation categories and districts across the country, 
and also to take measures to improve the conditions of required areas. According to the 2015 GNH Survey, 
the happiness of Bhutanese people has increased in general (1.8%) with 43.4% of deeply or extensively happy 
people. Yet the survey results shows that men are happier than women, urban residents are happier than rural 
and farmers are the least happy group. However, in the subset of ‘deeply happy’ people, 69% live in rural areas 
and the highest share of deeply happy people is farmers (34%) showing that occupation categories, regions 
and material wellbeing do not necessarily affect happiness.  

The fieldwork findings also revealed that in rural areas there are both happy (satisfied) and unhappy people, 
but finding the life purpose seem to have influenced on the level of their happiness. In addition, rural-urban 
migration, lack of interest in pursuing traditional livelihoods, youth unemployment, issues related to sexual 
relationships (spread of STDs/HIV, high rates of early pregnancy) and increase of divorce rates were identified 
as current issues and challenges in Bhutan. 
 
Keywords: Bhutan, GNH, Happiness, Spirituality, Sustainable Development  
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Determinants of educational disparity and achieving education related Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) in rural Nepal 

 
Pramila Neupane 
Gunma University 

 
Abstract:  
Although there is a large number of studies on the gender disparity in education (Kono, Sawada & Shonchoy, 
2018; Lewis & Lockheed, 2007), double disadvantages of ethnic/caste and gender disparity are rarely 
examined (Bhalla, & Luo, 2017; Stash & Hannum, 2001). The studies which examine the double disadvantages 
demonstrate that there is a huge gap in educational attainment across gender, ethnicity and rural-urban 
geography in most of the LDCs including Nepal (LeVine, 2006; Manzoor & Govinda, 2010; Neupane 2017). 
Since the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was formally adopted by the United Nations in 2015, 
which set first and foremost education related target (SDG#4) to achieve universal secondary education, a 
growing number of studies have been done to find the ways to achieve this goal (Wagner, 2017). However, 
there is no such study in Nepal which analyzes the educational barriers from the perspective of achieving the 
education-related SDGs. Thus, this study makes an original contribution to the field by exploring the key 
determinants of educational disparity across gender, caste, ethnic and income groups in rural Nepal. 
Furthermore, it examines the impacts of such disparity on the socioeconomic development of the local 
community and explores the implications for inclusive educational development that contributes in achieving 
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) #4. This study will be useful for developing and 
implanting a practical policy framework for achieving the education-related sustainable development goals 
(mainly SDG #4) in local rural areas in Nepal and similar areas elsewhere. 
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Visualized Nationalism:  
Changes of Buddhist Temple Architecture in Colonial Ceylon

Aki Toyoyama（Kindai University） 
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Traditional Institution of Naga: Understanding Angh (chiefs) of the Konyak  
 

N Nyejat Konyak 
Research Scholar, Department of History, North-Eastern Hill University 

 

 

Abstract  

The Hill peoples commonly referred to as “the Naga’ dwell in the Northern hill ranges bounded by the 

Hawkong Valley in the north-east; China to the North; the Brahmaputra valley on the north-west; Manipur to 

the south and Valley of Chindwin river to the east. The term Naga is used as a generic name, the Nagas are 

actually divided into various tribes and sub-tribes inhabiting different parts of the mountainous country 

mentioned above, having different dialects, diverse manners and customs. This tract of hill tribes extends for 

about two hundred and fifty miles long by a hundred to fifty miles broad from 93° to 96° east longitude and 

about 25° to 27° North latitude. It is a land of exotic charm and diverse culture, inhabited by families of the 

pan Mongolian race. In this paper I seek to re-examine the role of orally transmitted tradition of the Konyak 

Naga, reproduced here is the Angh (chiefs) which is the oldest form of tribal administration known to have 

stood the test of time which still functions among the Konyak tribes of Nagaland. As a prelude, it tries to 

present the demographic, social and economic structural bases of the chiefs. A chieftain’s duties towards the 

members of his village vary proportion to the nature of the kinship linking him to particular persons. It argues 

that under British rule independent village authority was curtailed and restricted. Through in many tribal areas 

of northeast it was abolished and replaced by Village Council, Chieftainship still functions as the system of 

local self-government in the konyak of Mon district. Every person in a village belongs to one of the clans. An 

individual in a naga society find it difficult to exist without the security of belonging to a group which will 

shared his story. Subsequently the basic interest of every Naga village is in his family, the clan, the khel (an 

individual living in the village maintain a close attachment to the land of the village and to family) and the 

village. The position of the clan in the village set up determined by its historical heritage. If a certain clan has 

established a village it is held in high esteem and wields greater authority in the village affairs. Being the 

pioneer clan it controls a vast area of land and the possession of land in a village. 

 

Keyword: Konyak Naga, Angh (chiefs), Community 
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Asia’s sub-regional economic integration:  
comparison between South and Southeast Asia 

 
Jeet Bahadur Sapkota 

School of International Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University 
  

 
Summary of the paper: 

Although economic nationalism over the globalization is escalating in the western world recently, Asian 
trade and the overall economy is growing faster than other regions in the world that led gradual shift of the 
center of gravity of the world economy towards Asia. However, as the biggest continent, Asia has many distinct 
sub-regions and trade and economic performance of each sub-region is different from others. With the world’s 
2nd and third largest economies, China and Japan respectively, East Asia in performing well ahead than other 
sub-regions although the regional integration process is not institutionalized yet. Other sub-regions are 
cooperating to boost their trade, investment, and many other areas through the sub-regional institutions, such 
as Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) and the Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC). Their progress is however not 
satisfactory as most of their regional integration goals and targets are not achieved. Therefore, it is worthwhile 
to compare their performance both on their sub-regional, intra-sub-regional as well as broader Asian 
integration. Focusing on international trade statistics, particularly the trade intensity index (TII) and intra-
regional trade share, this paper compares the level of trade integration between South, and Southeast Asian as 
there two sub-regions have a tremendous potential of contributing to Asian as well as global economy. Notably, 
India is the second most and Indonesia is the fourth most populous countries in the world.   

The Asian Regional Integration Center (ARIC) of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) database revealed 
that, despite a rapid increase in the intra-Asian trade volume of all countries from 1990 to 2018, the trends of 
the intra-regional trade share of different countries and sub-regions are different. It indicates that countries in 
the region function independently, and stronger economic ties have not yet developed well even within the 
sub-regional level. Compare to SAARC, ASEAN has far better performance in regional trade integration both 
at sub-regional as well are broader Asian level.  

Furthermore, the dynamic panel data analysis shows that free trade agreements or regional trade 
agreements (FTAs/RTAs) are the main determinants of the growing intra-sub-regional trade. Other 
determinants are countries' level of economic development, foreign direct investment (FDI) stock, urban 
population growth and access to information and communication technology (ICT). Therefore, we argue that 
active participation in FTAs/RTAs, an open FDI policy, urbanization and the technological development of 
Asian countries create an enabling environment for economic integration both sub-regional as well as broader 
Asian level. 
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Civil Identity, Political Participation, and Institution Building in a Post-Conflict 
Society: A Case of Former FATA Regions in Pakistan 

 
 (Takashi Kurosaki) 

 (Hitotsubashi University) 
 

(Short Abstract) 

(FATA)
2018 11 19 1 FATA 2,798

 

  
 

(Key words)  
conflict, identity, service provision, FATA, Pakistan 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(Long Abstract or Contents of your presentation) 

 
In a post-conflict society where civil wars damaged properties and forced internal displacement, civilians are 
expected to participate in the recovery process both politically and economically. Through this participatory process, 
they also reformulate their civil identity. Nevertheless, it is not well understood how the war-time provision of 
security and development services on the one hand and the nature of damages suffered by the civilians affect this 
process. To provide an empirical answer to this question in the context of former FATA regions, a joint research 
has been launched with a Pakistan-based economist Hidayat Ullah Khan (Kohat University of Science & 
Technology), and a group of political scientists based in Japan, namely, Yuichi Kubota (Niigata Prefecture 
University), Kazuhiro Obayashi (Hitotsubashi University), and Hirotaka Ohmura (Shiga University). The former 
FATA regions (FATA stands for “Federally Administered Tribal Areas”) provide an interesting case study because 
its special status within Pakistan under Frontier Crimes Regulation (FCR) was abolished in May 2018, after the 
Pakistani army almost dispelled non-state armed actors (NSAs, which implicitly refer to Taliban-led insurgencies 
in the study area). We conducted a household survey in November 2018-January 2019 covering, 2,798 respondents 
in 118 villages. The sample came from all of seven Political Agencies in FATA and four out of six Frontier Regions, 
thus representing the diverse nature of the regions. All the respondents were Pashtun Muslims including 
approximately 20% Shia samples. Using a structured questionnaire, we collected detailed information on household 
demography, education, asset and livelihood; civil identity, adherence to tribal values, and socio-political 
participation of the respondents; the experiences by the respondent as well as the household of armed conflicts and 
service provisions distinguished by specific actors including NSAs; risk/time preferences and trust of the 
respondents, etc. The analysis of the primary dataset shows that respondents’ identity was highly pro-Pakistan rather 
than tribal but the state legitimacy such as taxation, jurisdiction, and policing was not fully supported. Regression 
analysis reveals that those who were victimized by the armed conflict had lower attachment to Pakistani identity 
and legitimacy. War-time provision of services partially mitigated the effect of victimization but not sufficiently so. 
The heterogeneous experiences among former FATA residents regarding the conflict victimization and service 
provisions do have an effect on civil identity and socio-political participation for further development.  
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Chronology 
1893. Durand Line was drawn as a border between British India and Afghanistan 
1901. North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) was carved out of Punjab Province; Frontier Crimes Regulation 

(FCR) introduced in the border areas 
1947. Partition of the Indian Subcontinent; NWFP decided to join Pakistan through referendum; The border areas 

became Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA), in which FCR was maintained  
1972. Restoration of NWFP out of West Pakistan Province after Bangladesh’s independence 
1979. Soviet invasion into Afghanistan, followed by Mujahideen movement in FATA 
2010. NWFP was renamed as Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
2011. Osama bin Laden was killed in Abbotabad, KP 
2018, May 24.  National Assembly of Pakistan voted for the merger of FATA into KP; FCR was replaced by 

Pakistani civil laws 
2018, July 25. General elections, in which former FATA voted for National Assembly only 
2019, July 20. Bi-elections in former FATA regions for KP Provincial Assembly 
 
Distribution of sample households over space, sex, and religion 
    Total Sex of the respondent   Religion 
     Female   Male  Sunni Shia 
Kurram Agency    630     14    616   539  91 
Orakzai Agency    540     48    492    89 451 
Khyber Agency    252     10    242   249   3 
FR Kohat     56      6     50    50   6 
South Waziristan Agency   467      1    466   467   0 
North Waziristan Agency   305     19    286   299   6 
FR Bannu    171      0    171   170   1 
Bajour Agency    111      6    105   109   2 
FR Peshawar    104      0    104    95   9 
Mohmand Agency   154      6    148   138  16 
FR D. I. Khan       8      0      8     8   0 
Total   2,798    110  2,688  2,213 585 
 

 
Kubota, Yuichi and Hidayat Ullah Khan (2019) "Politicization Effect of a Wartime Service Provision on Public 

Opinion in FATA, Pakistan: Who Favors Democratic Reforms?" Asian Survey, 59(3): 521-547. 
Kurosaki, Takashi (2017) "Household-Level Recovery after Floods in a Tribal and Conflict-Ridden Society," World 

Development 94(6): 51-63.  
Kurosaki, Takashi and Sajidin Husain (2017), "Project for Assistance to the Recovery and Development of the 

Agricultural Economy in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan, OSRO/PAK/502/JPN," 
Project Evaluation Series, FAO. 
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Kitada, Makoto 2016, “A Fragment of Baṙu Caṇḍīdāsa’s Śrīkr̥ṣṇakīrtan Newly Discovered in Kathmandu”, 
International Journal of South Asian Studies Vol. 7, , 35-48  
Kitada, Makoto 2019, “Appendix to Jālandharāsuravadha. Baṙu Caṇḍīdās and its parallels in two dramatic 
manuscripts from Nepal”,  (OUKA)   

2018  
13 345-357   
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A Study of an Acoustic Analysis of Vowel in Nepali: a Contrastive approach to 

Japanese 
 

 (HIKITA RINA) 
 (SENSHU University Doctoral Course) 

 
(Short Abstract) 
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Hidden subject-alternation within oblique-case experiencer constructions in Odia 

 
 (Junji Yamabe) 

 
 

 
 

(1)-(3)  

  

(1) (1) (2)
 

((1) (2)   
(1) saaran-ku niscaya  maNTu bhala laag-uch-i. 

sir-OBJ  certainly Montu    like-PROG-3SG  
  

  
(2) maalikan-ku  hueta baapi-ku   sandeha he-uch-i. 

owner-OBJ  perhaps Bapi-OBJ  suspicion happen-PROG-3SG 
  

  
(3) saaranka-ra  jvara he-l-aa. 

sir-GEN    fever happen-PAST-3SG 
   

 

 

 

(1) (2)   
 

 

  
 

 
  

GEN=genitive OBJ=objective PAST=past PL=plural
PROG=progressive SG=singular 1/2/3=1st/2nd/3rd person / /  
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Scripts and Letters in Northeast India --Tradition, Revival, and Creation-- 

 
  (Murakami Takenori)  
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�

Food, Body and Identity in Contemporary South Asia 
�

Megha Wadhwa (Sophia University) 
�
This panel brings together different disciplines of the social sciences and engages with questions of broad yet 
interrelated themes and explores various aspects of food, body, and identity in South Asia. In the first part of 
the panel, it would focus on the globalization of food and how the location, trends, and traditions affect food 
consumption patterns and practices.  
 
The culinary cultures have travelled and are still traveling beyond their traditional territories along with the 
migrants who re-create a sense of place in their new domestic environment for themselves and the community 
around food through its production, preparation, and consumption. Megha Wadhwa reflects on her work on 
the Indian restaurant industry in Japan. She focuses on the stories of the owners and cooks of these restaurants 
and their roles, reasons, and challenges in establishing and working in Indian restaurants. Jozon A Lorenzana 
talks about the globalization and expansion of consumer markets in Indian cities that have introduced new 
patterns of food consumption and production. In his paper, he focuses on the role of Filipino ‘sushi chefs’ as 
cultural intermediaries. Czarina Saloma-Akpedonu examines food consumption practices among middle-class 
households in Bangalore and Metro Manila. Using a practice theory approach, her paper demonstrates how 
taste directly relates to changing preferences for meat or vegetable-based diets, and for packaged and processed, 
over organic, diets; and how taste relates to health in Bangalore and Metro Manila. The second part of this 
panel focuses on the notions and images of the body in a social, political and historical frame of reference. 
Riho Isaka analyses the recent debates on santhara and Jain notion of the body in social, political, and 
historical contexts, and aims to discuss what implications these debates have on broader discussions on the 
right to life and death, the right of the minority, and religion and laws in contemporary India. Mizuho Matsuo 
reflects on the notions and images of the body by focusing on the example of gametes matching in 
commercialized third-party reproduction in India. Her paper tries to elucidate how ‘naturalization’ of the 
communal difference is reified in contemporary India. Together all these papers highlight the connection 
between food, body, and identity in the context of accelerating globalization, migration, and technological 
progress, as well as religion.  
 
Keywords 
food, body, identity, migration, South Asia 
�

�

�
 

Migration of food and body: Indian restaurant cooks and owners in Japan – Two sides of the 
coin 

 
Megha Wadhwa (Sophia University) 

 
As people migrate to different countries, they carry with them their culture and traditions. For many, the most 
important is their food culture. This in turn leads to the opening of restaurants by some migrants for their own 
community as well for the region they move to. The idea is not to serve their own countrymen but also to 
introduce their own food culture to their host society. This research paper will reflect on the challenges faced 
by owners and cooks in the Indian restaurant industry in Japan. While owners struggle to find professional 
cooks, cooks struggle to find well-paid jobs in Japan. During the fieldwork it was common to come across 
cooks who were exploited, and complained about cooking style in Japan but at the same time it was hard to 
find owners who did not have trouble sourcing good, loyal cooks for their restaurants who could cook authentic 
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Indian food. This presentation reflects on the situation of cooks and the story behind their migration to Japan. 
It further tries to understand the owners’ side of the story and also questions the disregard for labor laws in 
Japan.   
 
Keywords 
migrants, Indian restaurants, Japan, food culture 
 
 
 

Cultural intermediaries: Filipino ‘sushi chefs’ in Indian cities 
 

Jozon A Lorenzana (Ateneo de Manila University) 
 

The globalisation and expansion of consumer markets in Indian cities have introduced new patterns of food 
consumption and production. Aside from the increasing presence of global franchises such as Costa Coffee, 
McDonald’s and Kentucky Fried Chicken, local and foreign entrepreneurs have established restaurants that 
offer various national cuisines. In Delhi, for example, Indian-owned luxury hotels offer Japanese-themed 
restaurants to cater to the city’s growing appetite for new culinary experiences. In this paper, I focus on the 
role of Filipino ‘sushi chefs’ as cultural intermediaries who “intervene in how consumers perceive and engage 
goods” (Callon et al. 2002). With prior overseas experience, Filipino chefs in Delhi recreate Japanese cuisine 
that is palatable to the locals’ tastes and sensitivities. They also appear in mainstream media and talk about the 
ways they prepare Japanese food within the material constraints and cultural context of the locality. By 
identifying the ways Filipino ‘sushi chefs’ in Delhi act as cultural intermediaries, the paper aims to start a 
discussion on how taste is mediated in the Indian context. 
 
Keywords 
globalisation, cultural intermediaries, Japanese food, Filipino chefs, India 
 
 
 
 

Health, taste, and politics: Organic food consumption in Bangalore and Metro Manila 
 

Czarina Saloma-Akpedonu (Ateneo de Manila University) 
 
This paper examines food consumption practices among middle-class households in Bangalore and Metro 
Manila. Using a practice theory approach, it demonstrates how taste directly relates to changing preferences 
for meat- or vegetable-based diets, and for packaged and processed, over organic, diets; and how taste relates 
to health in Bangalore and Metro Manila. Taste preferences are explained through three inter-related 
dimensions of a practice: the material dimension of consumption, in particular, the food provisioning systems 
in each city; the competencies involved in enjoying organic food; and the institutions and norms, including 
politics, either supporting or hindering healthy food consumption, on the one hand, and organic agriculture 
and consumption, on the other. The experience among middle-class households in Bangalore and Metro Manila 
is instructive towards promoting more sustainable forms of production and consumption and wider access to 
healthy and environmentally sound foods. 
 
Keywords 
organic food, health, Bangalore, Metro Manila 
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Body, religion, and laws in modern India: Debates on santhara 
 

Riho Isaka (The University of Tokyo) 
 
This paper examines recent debates on santhara (sallekhana, fasting to death), a religious practice of Jainism, 
focusing on the ideas of the body expressed by Jain intellectuals and organisations in this process. In 2006, a 
human rights activist and lawyer, Nikhil Soni, filed a Public Interest Litigation in Rajasthan High Court, 
asserting that santhara is suicide and thus should be banned since attempts to commit suicide and abetment of 
suicide are both criminal acts according to the Indian Penal Code. Many Jain intellectuals and organisations 
expressed their strong objection to his view, arguing that santhara is not suicide. They also presented their 
ideas of body and soul, which they stressed were different from those of the 'West'. Furthermore, they 
advocated their right as a minority to keep their religious practices, based on the articles on fundamental rights 
in the Indian Constitution.  
 
This paper, while analysing these recent debates on santhara and Jain notion of the body in social, political, 
and historical contexts, aims to discuss what implications these debates have on broader discussions on the 
right to life and death, minority rights, religion and laws, and the relationships between individuals, 
communities, and the nation in contemporary India.  
 
Keywords 
body, religion, law, Jainism, death 
 
 
 

The body in difference: ‘naturalisation’ of the communal difference in India 
 

Mizuho Matsuo (National Museum of Ethnology) 
 

This paper discusses the notions and images of the body of different social groups and its manifestation in 
India, by especially focusing on the example of gametes matching in commercialized third party reproduction.  

 
Commercialized gamete transaction in the infertility industry has been popular for the last fifteen years in India 
even after the commercial surrogacy is regulated by the government in 2017. Infertility couples use third-party 
gametes if necessary, and general personal information of donors is never disclosed to patients. In most cases, 
patients could not choose a specific donor according to their wishes and doctors clearly say that patients had 
no choice on that matter. Therefore, doctors play important roles in the mating between donors and patients. 
What matters in matching is an entanglement of both recognized as ‘biological’ and ‘social’, such as blood 
type, skin color, height, phenotype, and religion. Especially, a mixture of Hindus and Muslims for Indian 
clients tries to avoid in the clinical situation. One of the IVF specialists from Mumbai agreed that the religious 
criteria come first when matching the pair. The selection of donors is determined by the religious distinction, 
rather than caste or any other criteria.  
 
To understand those practices occurred in medical settings, it is necessary to examine the social notions and 
images of the body in different social groups and their political as well as historical backgrounds. By doing so, 
this paper tries to elucidate how ‘naturalization’ of the communal difference is reified in contemporary India.          
 
Keywords 
IVF, third party reproduction, religion, naturalization 
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C���dOc����LSWT�]\���!9 � �-5 ��� 
Identity Negotiations among the Urban Youth of Ethnic Minority in South Asian 

Cities 
 

CB D?iKazuyo Minamidej 
[QJKeHKiKobe Collegej 

 
This panel brings together three in-depth research work on youth’s identity formation in ethnic 

minority contexts in urban South Asia (Bangladesh, India and Nepal) with a particular focus on movements 
between places, increasing connectivity and politics of positionality.  

The contemporary young generation born around the turning of the millennium, coined as Millennial 
Generation, is now the largest population cohort in South Asian countries and has been experiencing rapid 
political and socioeconomic transformations. Since their birth, they have continuously been the target of varied 
development initiatives, subject to political projects and expected to contribute in the economic growth of the 
countries under the rubric of globalization. With the emerging trends in South Asian societies in global settings, 
the young generation has been significantly transforming societies principally through education and migration.  

In our panel, we particularly focus on youth who are recognized as ethnic minorities within the 
national contexts. Needless to say, their positioning as ethnic minorities and their marginalization are 
geographically, historically, politically, and socially framed by the dominant groups. In India, for instance, the 
specific indigenous/Adivasi people who were historically made disadvantaged have been officially 
acknowledged as “Scheduled Tribes” in the constitution and given reservation status, guaranteeing political 
representation and opportunity to get their higher education. At the outset, this reservation system seemingly 
helped to involve with the dominant society in better terms and climbing up social ladders. However, at present, 
since their life aspirations are increasingly informed by information and networks at a global scale and not just 
limited within the national space, their life strategies and identity formations are taking place going beyond the 
national configurations. How they identify themselves and negotiate with their transforming social settings is 
the key question that this panel deals with a focus on how their sense of ethnicity works on it.  

Our three papers present the meanings and implications of ‘national frameworks’ in everyday life for 
those who are identified as the ethnic minority and the importance of their ethnicity around the identity politics 
to be in the world and as well as its roles in their life strategies in the global age. Their lives and mindsets are 
strongly connected with the avenues and processes of globalization and they could even shake the national 
frameworks (off) in South Asia. 

 
Key words: Urban Youth, Ethnic Minorities, Identity, Globalization 
 
 
 
Presenter 1) 
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Young Naga People in Delhi: Ethnic Identity and their Consumption of Media 

Products 
 

IY EiSatoshi Otaj 
GRHKiTama University) 

 
This presentation is to investigate how young Naga people are reacting when they move to Hindu 

dominated area like Delhi by looking at their consumption of media products. The Naga is the generic term of 
various different tribes living in Northeast India, mainly in the state of Nagaland, hill part of Manipur, and 
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adjacent hill areas, and they also live in northwest hill part of Myanmar.  
There are a number of colleges and universities in Northeast of India. Some people go to Imphal, and 

some go to Kohima for study. Shillong is also a popular destination for Naga people who want to pursue higher 
education. In addition, there are a substantial number of young Naga people go to Delhi to pursue higher 
education. When Naga people go to school in Northeast India, they hardly face difficulties in ethnic related 
issues. However when they move to so called ‘Mainland India’ they face various difficulties as an ethnic 
minority group. Naga people, as well as other ethnic minorities in Northeast India, look more like people from 
East or Southeast Asia rather than people from North India. Due to their ‘different appearance’ many Nagas 
in Delhi have experiences of being harassed by North Indians. In addition, many young Naga people who have 
just resided in Delhi struggle to communicate in Hindi, because most of the Nagas receive their education in 
English at their home states.  

Partly because of the unfamiliarity of Hindi, young Nagas do not usually listen to Hindi music but 
they prefer English music instead. Furthermore, they prefer watching Hollywood movies and American serial 
dramas to Bollywood movies. This presentation introduces several young Naga people’s views on their media 
consumption, which they mention their ‘better taste’ of media consumption compared to ‘Indian’ boys who 
could only understand Hindi and listen Hindi pop. In real life, Nagas are looked down by ‘Indian’ boys, 
however in global media consumption ‘coolness’, they think they are in higher position than mainland Indian 
boys are. By looking at the young Naga people’s consumption pattern of media products, the reflection of 
political status of the Naga in India as well as their identity vis-à-vis India becomes visible. This presentation, 
referring the notion of Bourdieu’s cultural capital, examines how Naga people’s separate identity from India 
is reflected in their consumption pattern of media products.    
 
Key words: Naga, Northeast India, youth culture, identity, media consumption 
 
 
 
Presenter 2) 
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Negotiating Citizenship: a case study of Tibetan refugees in India and Nepal 
 

MU b<iTatsuya Yamamotoj 
gNHKiShizuoka University) 

 
This presentation focuses on situations where Tibetan refugee youth negotiates their citizenship in 

India and Nepal. Their legal status has been a foreigner because neither India nor Nepal ratified the 1951 
refugee convention. Due to their legal status as a quasi-refugee, the Tibetan government in exile (TGiE) 
provides all Tibetan refugees with Tibetan citizenship under the protection of the charter of Tibet. However, 
the government of India has started to give Indian citizenship to some of them since the 2010s according to the 
Citizenship Act 1955, and this has motivated Tibetan youth to apply for Indian citizenship legally.  

This trend in India has resonated with young Tibetan refugees in Nepal. Because the influence of the 
Chinese government within Nepal has become much larger and the stability and safety of Tibetan refugees 
have been jeopardized, some Tibetan refugees in Nepal have legally and illegally started gaining citizenship 
in order to secure their safety. Interestingly, they prefer holding Indian citizenship even if they live in Nepal 
because they believe that Indian citizenship is more reliable than Nepali citizenship. This trend has been 
bringing about some unexpected events such as the participation in the 2019 Indian general election by some 
Tibetans in Nepal with Indian citizenship. Although both the TGiE and the government of India claim that 
Tibetans who gained Indian citizenship have to renounce their citizenship as a Tibetan refugee and social 
welfare for Tibetan refugees, many Tibetans with Indian citizenship declare that they are a Tibetan refugee 
and an Indian citizen. Thus, gaining Indian citizenship by Tibetans in India and Nepal became controversial 
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issues to Tibetan refugee societies in India and Nepal and the government of India.  
This presentation shows that “identity politics” by Tibetan youth are not only matters concerning 

their “ID” but are also circuits to negotiate their standpoint as Tibetan refugees different from the official self-
portrait drawn by the TGiE. 
 
Key words: citizenship, contact zone, Tibetan refugees 
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Wangala in the Wake of Indigenous Rights Discourse: Garo Identity Politics in 

Dhaka 
 

.(/#�6 H�319iMahmudul H Sumonj 
)9�4!�3:�2(9�6'�6HKiJahangirnagar University, Bangladeshj 

 
In this paper, I explore Wanna/ Wangala, the Garo festival related to harvesting, its revival in the 

newer settings of Dhaka and its import amongst the urban Mandi youth. In the wake of what I call transnational 
discourses of Indigeneity and its assemblage in Bangladesh, I try to argue that an identity politics has emerged 
amongst the Garos and festivals such as Wanna, are used by the educated young Garos of Dhaka and elsewhere 
to mark a “politics of difference.”  

I try to show how organizing for Wanna in the newer configurations of Dhaka, is constructing a 
subjectivity (i.e. the feeling of loss of identity among the urbanite Mandi youth in Dhaka). The ethnographic 
episode I explore in this article presents us with the opportunity to explore theories of ethnicity, ethnographic 
imagination and identity formation and how this is taking shape in contemporary Bangladesh in the wake of 
what I call transnational discourses of Indigeneity and its effect.  

I try to argue that calls of reviving “our culture and tradition” espoused variously and consciously by 
a small group of young Garo activists and many of their social works are linked to the transnational discourses 
of Indigeneity, propounded by institutions like ILO and UN through conventions like ILO 107 and 169 and 
other instruments which give emphasis on protecting “culture” and “identity” of the indigenous people of the 
world. It is within this “power field” of discourses and networks which began in the 1990s that I try to 
understand the increasing use and acceptance of the umbrella term “adivasi” among a good number of ethnic 
groups other than the Bengalis in Bangladesh.  
 
Key words: Wangala, Identity, Garo, Youth, Bangladesh  
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Issues on Language, Education, and Media Environment surrounding them in Bhutan 

 
: FUJIWARA, Hitoshi  

 Waseda University  
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Language Policy in Bhutan Trend and Challenges of Dzongkha  

 
NISHIDA, Fuminobu  
Tohoku University  
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Historical Transition of School Education Policy in Bhutan 

 
HIRAYAMA, Takehiro  

Waseda University  
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Ecosystem of Media and ICT in Bhutan 
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Waseda University  
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